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Projections of London’s Children

The GLA 2005 Round Interim demographic projections (see DMAG Briefings 2005/33 and
2005/40) were the first projections to use the 2001 Census as the basis for the migration
age/gender structures and probabilities of all modelled flows into, out of and within London. The
GLA 2003 Round Scenario 8.1 projection used in the London Plan was the last to use the
migration data from the 1991 Census. A significant difference between the flows from the two
censuses was the rate at which children left London for the rest of the UK. In the projection
results this manifests itself in reduced projected numbers of primary and, particularly, secondary
age children. This Update focuses on the differences for children in London between the London
Plan projection and the 2005 Round Scenario 8.07 projection.

Chart 1: London's Children: 2001-21
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Chart 1 shows both the Scenario 8.1 and Scenario 8.07 projections of children aged 0-4, 5-10
and 11-15. The Sc 8.07 projection of 0-4s is higher than the London Plan projection up to 2010
as a consequence of the rapid rise in the annual numbers of births in London since 2001-02.
However, following the fertility trends used in the Government Actuary’s 2003-based projection
for England & Wales produces fewer births in London after 2009 than were projected in Sc 8.1,
which followed the Government Actuary’s 2002-based trends. The difference between the births
projections is shown in Chart 2. Overall London’s 0-4 year old population is projected to increase
by 73 thousand (over 15%) between 2003, the base for London Plan work on education
requirements, and the peak at 2016.
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Chart 2: London Births: 2001-02 to 2020-21
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The situation in the main primary school ages (5-10) is rather different. While there is a projected
60 thousand increase (over 10%) between 2003 and 2021 there is a small initial dip to 2006. The
population projected for 2021 is over 6% down (38 thousand) from that projected in the London
Plan. The projection for the secondary ages (11-15) follows that of the primary ages by declining
from 2003 but with the low point not being reached until 2013 by which time the population will
have declined by nearly 19 thousand (over 4%). The population then grows by 37 thousand to
reach 452 thousand in 2021, but this total, while 4% above the 2003 base, is still 42 thousand
fewer than the London Plan projection. Therefore between 2003 and 2021 London’s main
school-age population is projected to grow by over 73 thousand (nearly 8%) to reach 1.043
million, however this total is over 80 thousand fewer than projected for the London Plan.

The changes projected by the GLA between 2001 and 2004 are broadly consistent with the
changes in the ONS mid-year estimates for these age groups in the same period, however the
ONS mid-2004 estimates are about 4 thousand lower than the GLA figures for the population of
London aged 5-15.

The changes projected for London are made up of a range of changes for each of the boroughs.
For 0-4s the most rapid increase between 2003 and 2021 is over 50% in Tower Hamlets while
there is a 7% decline in Kensington & Chelsea. The range for 5-10s is between a gain of 52% in
Tower Hamlets and a decline of 9% in Sutton. For 11-15s there is a gain of 33% in Tower
Hamlets and a decline of 16% in Bexley. Growth in the small school age population of the City of
London is projected to be even greater than in Tower Hamlets. Different rates of growth are a
consequence of the levels of expected development, migration patterns and the age-structure of
the female population of each borough. Table 1 shows child populations at 2003 and 2021 in
each of the boroughs.



Table 1: Child Population by Borough and Sub-Region - Scenario 8.07

(thousands of persons) 2003 2021 Change (%)
0-4 5-10 11-15 0-4 5-10 11-15 0-4 5-10 11-15

Camden 126 125 88 127 129 9.0 1.1 3.1 3.1
Kensington & Chelsea 10.0 98 6.1 94 99 70 -6.9 1.4 149
Westminster 115 104 7.1 125 127 86 94 215 225
City of London 03 03 02 04 05 04 431 1019 84.1
Hackney 169 168 134 203 19.7 139 201 170 3.6
Hammersmith & Fulham 10.8 10.2 7.4 11.1 11.0 8.1 3.1 7.9 9.2
Haringey 154 158 129 181 17.4 123 17.7 103 -53
Islington 1.1 116 9.2 139 142 10.2 252 224 108
Lambeth 183 185 141 221 220 157 21.0 189 11.4
Lewisham 169 188 148 202 208 148 19.6 102 -0.1
Newham 206 226 184 300 30.1 207 455 333 129
Southwark 174 188 14.1 225 228 162 293 209 152
Tower Hamlets 159 162 13.0 239 246 174 502 516 335
Wandsworth 174 156 109 189 188 13.6 86 203 253
Barking & Dagenham 11.8 150 11.6 152 171 13.2 291 140 139
Barnet 201 240 194 230 264 210 147 10.2 8.0
Bexley 129 166 15.1 134 157 127 39 -55 -159
Brent 180 193 164 205 229 184 143 189 12.1
Bromley 176 219 185 179 208 16.8 13 51 -92
Croydon 215 268 226 227 259 210 56 -32 -74
Ealing 198 220 179 223 244 193 124 11.0 7.8
Enfield 185 218 182 193 216 175 43 -09 -36
Greenwich 158 174 144 195 217 17.0 235 250 182
Harrow 122 150 134 141 161 130 15.6 70 -34
Havering 11.9 165 148 141 166 13.0 18.5 04 -11.9
Hillingdon 15.6 19.1 16.1 16.0 183 148 29 -44 -81
Hounslow 144 159 132 163 174 138 135 9.9 4.0
Kingston upon Thames 89 104 8.6 10.1 113 9.0 13.1 8.4 53
Merton 125 137 109 122 136 11.1 -1.9 -03 1.8
Redbridge 155 194 164 174 201 16.2 11.8 38 -1.0
Richmond upon Thames 11.6 121 9.3 114 126 10.1 -1.4 4.2 8.6
Sutton 10.8 139 117 108 12.7 103 05 -88 -122
Waltham Forest 16.1 175 142 173 189 15.1 7.7 8.2 6.4
Greater London 480.5 536.3 433.2 549.8 591.7 451.3 144 103 4.2
Central London 983 973 702 1120 113.3 805 140 164 146
East London and the Thames Gateway 138.6 159.7 132.1 1745 187.0 1393 259 17.1 55
West London 90.7 1014 846 1004 1101 874 10.6 8.5 33
North London 701 791 647 778 844 659 11.0 6.7 1.7
South London 829 987 816 851 969 782 27 -1.9 -41
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