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Background

On 23" April the Office for National Statistics (ONS) issued ethnic group population estimates as at
mid-2007 for all local authorities in England. This Update presents the results for London and the
boroughs and makes comparison with the estimates for mid-2001. These estimates are still described
by ONS as ‘experimental statistics’ meaning that they do not meet the rigorous quality criteria to be
labelled as ‘national statistics’. However they are consistent with the ONS mid-year population
estimates by age and gender and have now been issued for each year back to mid-2001. It should be
noted that in may 2010 ONSD will be revising all estimates between mid-2002 and mid-2008. The
ethnic group estimates will be revised later in 2010.

Data are available for England by five-year age groups and gender for each of the sixteen ethnic
group categories used in the 2001 Census. For each local authority district, unitary authority, county
and government office region, gender and broad ages only are available. A components of change
analysis is available for England.

London Results

Table 1: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for England and London: 2001 and 2007:

thousands

2001 2001 2007 2007

ENGLAND LONDON ENGLAND LONDON

All Groups 49449.7 7322.4 51092.0 7556.9
White: British 42925.8 4363.9 42736.0 4361.8
White: Irish 628.8 223.7 570.5 181.3
White: Other White 1342.3 617.5 1776.3 674.3
Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 2344 72.0 2829 76.3
Mixed: White and Black African 78.3 35.1 1143 411
Mixed: White and Asian 187.2 61.5 260.9 75.3
Mixed: Other Mixed 154.3 62.5 212.0 735
Asian or Asian British: Indian 1045.6 4458 1316.0 501.6
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 720.0 146.8 905.7 179.1
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 281.5 157.7 353.9 174.9
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 243.8 136.6 339.2 152.5
Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 569.8 348.7 599.7 321.3
Black or Black British: Black African 4911 388.6 730.6 417.7
Black or Black British: Other Black 97.4 61.4 117.6 63.3
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 227.0 83.3 400.3 114.8
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 2224 117.3 376.1 148.0
BAME 4552 8 21173 6009.2 23394



Table 2: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for England and London: 2001 and 2007:
percentage distribution

2001 2001 2007 2007

ENGLAND LONDON ENGLAND LONDON

All Groups 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
White: British 86.8 59.6 83.6 57.7
White: Irish 1.3 3.1 1.1 2.4
White: Other White 2.7 8.4 3.5 8.9
Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 0.5 1.0 0.6 1.0
Mixed: White and Black African 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.5
Mixed: White and Asian 0.4 0.8 0.5 1.0
Mixed: Other Mixed 0.3 0.9 0.4 1.0
Asian or Asian British: Indian 2.1 6.1 2.6 6.6
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 1.5 2.0 1.8 2.4
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 0.6 2.2 0.7 23
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 0.5 1.9 0.7 2.0
Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 1.2 4.8 1.2 43
Black or Black British: Black African 1.0 53 1.4 55
Black or Black British: Other Black 0.2 0.8 0.2 0.8
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 0.5 1.1 0.8 15
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 0.4 1.6 0.7 2.0
BAME 9.2 28.9 11.8 31.0

Table 1 shows the basic results for England and London while Table 2 presents the distribution of
the population into each of the sixteen groups. In both England and London the proportions of the
population formed by the White: British and White: Irish have reduced since 2001. The White: British
have declined by 3.2 percentage points in England and 1.9 percentage points in London while the
White: Irish reduction in London is more rapid (0.7 compared to 0.2 percentage points). One of the
fastest increasing groups since 2001 has been Other White, which will include most migrants from
the EU accession countries in Eastern Europe, collectively referred to as the A8 and A2. The rises
were similar in England and London, 0.5 percentage points in London compared to 0.8 in England as
a whole. The population of the combined Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) groups (ie all
groups except the three White groups) has increased in London from 28.9 per cent of the population
in 2001 to 31.0 per cent in 2007. In England the rise in BAME groups has been more rapid, by 2.6
percentage points to 11.8 per cent. However the representation of Black Caribbeans in London
declined from 4.8 per cent in 2001 to 4.3 per cent in 2007. This is the only BAME group to show a
decline in representation. In England the percentage of Black Caribbeans remained constant at 1.2
per cent.

Table 3 presents the absolute changes in each of the groups together with an indication of their
relative growth rates.



Table 3: Ethnic Group Population
change and percentage growth

Estimates for England and London: 2001 to 2007:

Change (000s)

Percentage Growth

2001-07 2001-07
ENGLAND LONDON ENGLAND LONDON

All Groups 1642.3 2345 3.32 3.20
White: British -189.8 -2.1 -0.44 -0.05
White: Irish -58.3 -42.4 -9.27 -18.95
White: Other White 434.0 56.8 32.33 9.20
Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 48.5 43 20.69 5.97
Mixed: White and Black African 36.0 6.0 45,98 17.09
Mixed: White and Asian 73.7 13.8 39.37 22.44
Mixed: Other Mixed 57.7 11.0 37.39 17.60
Asian or Asian British: Indian 270.4 55.8 25.86 12.52
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 185.7 323 25.79 22.00
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 72.4 17.2 25.72 10.91
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 95.4 15.9 39.13 11.64
Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 29.9 -27.4 5.25 -7.86
Black or Black British: Black African 2395 29.1 48.77 7.49
Black or Black British: Other Black 20.2 1.9 20.74 3.09
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 173.3 315 76.34 37.82
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 153.7 30.7 69.11 26.17
BAME 1456.4 222.1 31.99 10.49

In London and England as a whole the largest absolute growth was estimated in the Other White and
Indian groups. In London the Other White group increased by 57 thousand compared to 434
thousand in England. The Indian population of London increased by 56 thousand followed by the
Chinese at 32 thousand and the Black Africans at 29 thousand. In England as a whole after the 270
thousand increase in the Indian population came the Black African increase of 240 thousand and
Chinese of 173 thousand. London was estimated to have seen reductions in its populations of White:
Irish (42 thousand), Black Caribbeans (27 thousand) and White: British (2 thousand). In England as a
whole only the White: British and White: Irish are estimated to have declined.

The fastest growing populations in London, relative to the mid-2001 estimates, were Chinese (38 per
cent), Other (26 per cent), Mixed: White and Asian (22 per cent) and Pakistani (22 per cent). The
total BAME population increased by over 10 per cent and Other White by 9 per cent. The rates of
change in London were exceeded by the equivalent values for England for all groups except White:
British, where London’s decline was less than the national decline. In England the fastest growing
groups were the Chinese (76 per cent), Other (69 per cent), Black Africans (49 per cent) and Mixed:
White and Black African (46 per cent).



Table 4: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for London by broad age groups: 2007:
thousands and percentage distribution

Thousands Per Cent Dependency

0-15 16-RA RA+ Total 0-15 16-RA RA+ Ratio

All Groups 1455.6 5058.9 10424 7556.9 19.26 66.94 13.79 494
White: British 7853 2825.9 750.6 4361.8 18.00 64.79 17.21 544
White: Irish 11.8 111.7 57.7 181.3 6.51 61.61 31.83 622
White: Other White 87.4 525.3 61.6 674.3 12.96 77.90 9.14 284
Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 36.9 37.1 24 76.3 48.36 48.62 3.15 1059
Mixed: White and Black African 17.3 22.7 1.1 41.1 42.09 55.23 2.68 811
Mixed: White and Asian 30.5 41.2 3.6 75.3 40.50 54.71 478 828
Mixed: Other Mixed 30.1 40.4 3.1 73.5 40.95 54.97 422 822
Asian or Asian British: Indian 83.8 367.8 50.0 501.6 16.71 73.33 9.97 364
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 455 123.1 10.5 179.1 25.40 68.73 5.86 455
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 55.1 110.9 8.8 174.9 31.50  63.41 5.03 576
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 32.1 109.1 11.3 152.5 21.05 71.54 7.41 398
Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 61.6 211.5 48.2 321.3 19.17 65.83 15.00 519
Black or Black British: Black African 116.6 285.5 15.6 477 27.91 68.35 3.73 463
Black or Black British: Other Black 24.4 36.7 2.2 63.3 38.55 57.98 3.48 725
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 14.9 92.6 7.3 114.8 12.98 80.66 6.36 240
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 223 117.5 8.3 148.0 15.07 79.39 5.61 260
BAME 571.1  1596.1 1724 23394 24.41 68.23 7.37 466

Table 4 shows the estimates for London in 2007 in three broad age groups. There are distinct
differences amongst the sixteen ethnic groups. It is not surprising that the four Mixed groups display
very high proportions of their populations aged under 16 as there is a greater possibility of mixed
ethnicities of parents given the increased populations of migrant and second generation BAME
groups in London in the past twenty years. The smallest proportion of children in the population is
found amongst the White: Irish. This is partly due to the extent to which children with only one
White: Irish parent tend to be classified as White: British, see DMAG Update 2005-04: Where have
all the Irish Babies gone? The Other White and Chinese groups also have relatively low proportions
of children.

The proportions of the population aged over state retirement pension age (RA+) also reveals another
side of why there are so few Irish children as the White: Irish has by far the largest proportion of its
population in this age group, 32 per cent. Next comes the White: British (17 per cent) and Black
Caribbeans (15 per cent). The Black Caribbeans proportion reflects the early waves of settlement in
the UK over fifty years ago and is significantly higher than the next highest BAME group, Indians at
10 per cent. The lowest proportions of persons over retirement age are found amongst the Mixed
groups, Black Africans and Other Blacks.

In the working ages the highest proportions are seen amongst the Chinese, Other and Other White
groups, all above or close to 80 per cent. The lowest proportions are seen in the Mixed groups at
around 50 per cent.

Age structure differences can be crudely categorised by the dependency ratio: that is persons aged
either under sixteen or over retirement per thousand persons of working age. This statistic is also
shown in Table 4. The lowest levels of dependency at values of less than 300 are seen in the groups
described above with the highest proportions in the working ages and the lowest are in the mixed
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groups with values over 800 - over 1000 in the case of the Mixed: White and Black Caribbean group.
If the ratios for the Mixed groups are set aside the highest dependency measures are seen in the
Other Black (725), White: Irish (622) and Bangladeshis (576). For the White: Irish the main burden of
dependency is the elderly but for the other two groups it is the children.



Borough Results

Annex Table 1 shows the distribution of the sixteen groups in each of the London boroughs. The
changes since 2001 implied by these figures are shown in Annex Table 2 but must be treated with
caution as these estimates are constrained to the borough population estimates, the accuracy of
which are of concern to many boroughs. However there are some clear patterns.

White: British — gains in those inner, mainly central, boroughs with high estimated overall population
growth. Losses in outer London, notably Barking & Dagenham, Croydon and Hillingdon.

White: Irish — losses in all boroughs, notably Brent, Ealing and Islington.

Other White — widespread gains but with notable losses in Haringey and Hackney. Large gains in
Southwark, Merton and Tower Hamlets. The pattern of gains is broadly consistent with evidence
from National Insurance records of new numbers being issued to A8 citizens between 2004 and
2007.

Indian — gains in most boroughs but a large loss in Ealing.
Pakistani — modest gains mainly in outer London boroughs, notably Redbridge.

Bangladeshi — a significant loss from Tower Hamlets with gains in almost all other boroughs, notably
in the east London boroughs of Redbridge, Barking & Dagenham and Havering.

Black Caribbeans — losses concentrated in, mostly, inner London boroughs with large Caribbean
populations as well as some dispersal to outer boroughs.

Black Africans — overall gains with movement from inner to outer London with significant losses from
Lambeth, Southwark, and Hackney and large gains in Enfield, Barking & Dagenham and Croydon.

Chinese — small gains everywhere but notably in central London. This is consistent with an increased
Chinese student enrolment.

All BAME groups — 194 thousand of the 222 thousand increase occurred in outer London with large
increases in Redbridge, Enfield, Croydon, Barking & Dagenham, Barnet and Hillingdon. In inner
London there were reductions in Lambeth, Hackney and Wandsworth, but increases in central
boroughs

Other Data on Ethnic Group Populations

GLA demographic projections are available for ten ethnic groups for all years to 2031 at borough
level. See DMAG Briefing 2009-08: GLA 2008 Round Ethnic Group Population Projections.

For more information please contact John Hollis, Demographic Consultant, Communities & Intelligence,
Greater London Authority, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, More London, London SET 2AA
Tel: 020 7983 4604 e-mail:

Copyright © Greater London Authority, 2009
Data produced in this Update have been reproduced with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and
are © Crown Copyright. All data in this document are produced by the Office for National Statistics.




Annex Table 1: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for London boroughs: 2007: thousands

Mixed: Black or
White Mixed: Asian or Asianor Black Black or Black or Chinese Chinese
and White Mixed: Asian or Asian or Asian Asian British: Black Black or Other or Other
White: Black and White Mixed: Asian Asian British:  British: Black British:  British:  Ethnic Ethnic
White: White: Other Caribbea Black and Other  British: British: Banglad Other Caribbea Black Other Group: Group:
2007 All Groups British Irish White n African Asian Mixed Indian Pakistani  eshi Asian n African Black Chinese Other BAME

LONDON 7,556.9 4,361.8 181.3 674.3 76.3 41.1 75.3 73.5 501.6 179.1 174.9 1525 321.3 417.7 63.3 114.8 148.0 2,3394
Inner London 3,000.3 1,563.5 75.3 357.8 354 19.5 30.8 34.4 119.6 57.2 1341 43.3 165.1 205.9 345 59.6 64.5  1,003.9
Camden 231.9 121.4 7.0 36.2 19 13 29 3.1 9.6 2.4 12.8 2.9 3.6 11.1 1.3 6.7 7.7 67.3
City of London 8.0 55 0.2 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.1 1.4
Hackney 209.7 101.6 5.0 23.0 3.3 1.7 1.8 2.7 8.7 3.4 5.9 2.1 18.2 21.2 4.5 2.9 3.8 80.2
Hammersmith and Fulham 1725 104.7 6.0 244 1.9 1.0 1.9 1.8 35 2.4 1.6 2.2 7.0 7.2 1.6 1.9 35 375
Haringey 224.7 110.1 7.4 304 3.2 1.7 2.8 3.0 6.9 3.3 3.8 3.7 17.7 19.4 2.9 3.5 5.0 76.9
Islington 187.8 111.3 7.4 229 23 12 2.2 24 4.7 1.6 4.3 1.8 7.4 8.8 18 4.6 3.3 46.4
Kensington and Chelsea 178.6 90.4 4.5 41.8 14 1.1 2.2 2.4 5.9 2.2 1.8 25 3.7 6.1 1.1 5.1 6.3 41.8
Lambeth 273.2 151.8 6.8 25.2 4.7 2.0 25 3.2 6.6 3.3 3.0 25 25.6 23.9 4.6 3.6 3.8 89.3
Lewisham 258.5 142.7 5.7 19.9 4.4 1.8 2.0 2.9 7.0 2.1 2.1 4.3 28.4 23.1 4.7 3.6 3.8 90.2
Newham 249.6 80.7 25 14.1 3.0 1.7 2.1 2.3 30.6 23.0 23.2 7.7 15.9 30.4 2.8 35 6.0 152.2
Southwark 274.4 144.2 6.4 271 31 21 2.2 33 8.7 1.9 4.6 2.8 17.5 33.6 4.3 7.9 4.7 96.7
Tower Hamlets 215.3 95.8 35 18.1 1.6 1.0 1.8 1.4 5.3 2.3 63.4 2.2 4.3 5.4 11 5.5 2.7 98.0
Wandsworth 281.8 187.6 6.7 30.4 2.6 1.4 2.6 2.4 9.2 5.4 2.3 3.9 10.1 8.1 2.2 2.8 4.3 57.3
Westminster 234.1 115.7 6.1 43.5 18 15 3.7 3.4 12.7 3.7 5.2 4.8 55 7.5 1.6 7.7 9.6 68.7
Outer London 4,556.6 2,798.3 106.0 316.6 41.0 21.6 44.5 39.2 382.0 121.9 40.8 109.3 156.2 211.8 28.9 55.1 835 11,3358
Barking and Dagenham 166.9 115.9 2.3 7.2 17 1.0 0.9 1.0 5.2 4.1 2.7 18 4.1 14.7 1.1 1.8 1.6 1.7
Barnet 329.7 187.8 8.9 345 2.0 19 4.0 3.8 29.4 5.9 2.0 7.0 4.4 17.4 15 8.0 11.1 98.4
Bexley 222.1 183.0 2.8 6.4 1.3 0.7 1.2 11 6.0 0.9 1.0 15 2.4 9.5 0.8 1.9 15 29.8
Brent 270.0 85.3 14.1 25.3 2.8 1.7 3.4 3.2 49.1 12.2 1.8 12.8 24.1 20.1 35 35 7.0 145.2
Bromley 300.7 2455 4.5 13.7 2.6 1.0 2.2 1.8 6.3 1.6 15 2.3 5.6 6.5 1.2 2.3 2.3 37.2
Croydon 339.5 197.6 6.0 17.1 5.3 1.8 3.7 3.8 27.2 9.4 2.3 8.0 26.8 20.3 3.7 2.8 3.7 118.8
Ealing 305.3 139.6 11.0 29.3 3.1 1.5 4.3 3.3 44.4 12.4 1.8 11.9 11.7 12.3 1.9 4.5 12.3 125.4
Enfield 285.1 161.2 7.1 33.9 3.0 17 2.9 3.0 12.6 2.8 4.3 6.4 15.6 20.2 2.6 3.1 4.7 82.9
Greenwich 223.1 145.7 4.0 13.6 2.4 13 1.6 1.7 9.8 2.6 2.1 3.1 6.9 19.9 1.9 3.7 2.8 59.8
Harrow 214.6 100.1 7.3 10.4 1.6 1.0 2.2 1.9 47.9 6.1 15 12.0 6.6 7.7 1.1 2.9 43 96.8
Havering 228.4 197.4 3.1 6.1 1.2 0.5 1.0 0.9 35 1.8 1.7 15 23 4.2 0.5 1.3 1.3 21.7
Hillingdon 250.7 165.5 5.9 13.0 18 1.0 2.4 1.9 25.6 4.9 19 6.0 4.0 9.1 0.8 3.1 3.9 66.4
Hounslow 220.6 115.8 4.8 15.4 1.6 11 2.7 2.0 415 10.2 2.1 5.1 2.8 7.4 0.9 2.1 5.2 84.7
Kingston upon Thames 157.9 111.0 2.7 12.1 0.8 0.6 1.7 1.1 7.4 2.7 0.8 4.3 11 2.3 0.4 2.7 6.1 320
Merton 199.3 119.8 4.6 20.6 18 0.9 23 1.7 9.6 5.4 2.0 6.6 6.9 8.0 13 3.0 4.7 54.2
Redbridge 254.4 129.8 4.8 11.9 2.4 13 2.4 1.9 37.2 17.8 6.6 8.8 9.9 12.6 1.6 2.8 2.7 108.0
Richmond upon Thames 180.0 134.2 4.4 19.6 1.0 0.6 1.9 1.4 5.4 15 0.9 15 1.7 14 0.4 1.7 25 219
Sutton 185.9 145.8 3.2 8.7 14 0.6 1.7 1.2 55 2.0 0.9 3.6 2.7 3.8 0.6 1.7 25 282
Waltham Forest 222.3 117.3 4.3 17.7 3.1 1.6 2.1 2.4 8.5 17.5 2.8 5.0 16.7 14.6 3.1 2.2 35 83.1



Annex Table 2: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for London boroughs: Change 2001 to 2007: thousands

Change 2001 t02007

LONDON

Inner London

Camden

City of London
Hackney
Hammersmith and Fulham
Haringey

Islington

Kensington and Chelsea
Lambeth

Lewisham

Newham

Southwark

Tower Hamlets
Wandsworth
Westminster

Outer London

Barking and Dagenham
Barnet

Bexley

Brent

Bromley

Croydon

Ealing

Enfield

Greenwich

Harrow

Havering

Hillingdon

Hounslow

Kingston upon Thames
Merton

Redbridge

Richmond upon Thames
Sutton

Waltham Forest

All Groups

234.5
140.9
29.3

White:
British

-2.1
1155
14.4
05
9.7
6.1
9.4
9.2
9.2
15.1
-2.0
-3.1
10.0
9.2
10.9
16.9
-117.6
-17.3
-3.1
-8.7
6.2
-10.1
-15.0
15
-7.8
-7.1
-4.3
-8.7
-11.8
-4.4
-1.9
-2.3
-8.5
-2.7
-5.6
-6.0

White:

White: Other

Irish White
-42.4 56.8
-20.1 16.9
-2.2 4.1
0.0 -0.1
-1.2 -2.5
-2.0 -1.0
-2.0 -5.1
-2.7 -0.2
-0.7 0.8
-2.0 -1.1
-1.4 39
-0.8 29
-1.6 7.0
-0.4 46
-1.8 29
-1.2 0.7
-223 40.1
-0.5 27
-1.7 -0.2
-0.2 1.7
-4.4 0.2
-0.2 3.1
-1.2 2.4
-3.4 1.0
-1.4 -1.8
-0.9 4.0
-1.8 0.8
-0.3 22
-1.0 3.6
-1.5 1.8
-0.5 25
-0.9 5.0
-0.8 2.7
-0.4 29
-0.5 23
-0.9 3.1

Mixed:
White
and
Black
Caribbea
n

Mixed:
White
and
Black
African

Mixed:
White
and
Asian

13.8

Mixed:
Other
Mixed

Asian or Asian or

Asian
British:
Indian

Asian
British:
Pakistani

323
11.9
1.1
0.1
1.1
0.6
1.2
0.6

Asian or Asian or

Asian
British:
Banglad
eshi

17.2

Asian
British:

Other

Asian

15.9
4.8
0.7
0.1
0.4
03
03
0.3
03
0.4
05

-0.1
1.2
0.4

-0.3
0.8

11.2
0.9
0.6
0.4

Black or
Black
British:
Black

Caribbea

Black or
Black

British:
Black

African

Black or
Black

British:
Other

Black

19
-2.0

Chinese Chinese
or Other or Other
Ethnic Ethnic
Group:  Group:

Chinese  Other
31.5 30.7
18.9 8.3

3.1 2.3
-0.1 0.0
0.5 -0.3
0.5 0.1
1.0 0.6
1.4 0.6
2.4 0.1
0.2 0.5
0.1 0.4
1.0 0.6
3.1 1.0
1.8 0.4
0.5 0.8
3.1 13
12.6 224
0.9 0.8
1.5 27
0.3 0.7
0.6 0.6
0.4 0.9
0.5 0.9
0.8 2.6
1.0 1.9
1.1 0.4
0.3 13
0.4 0.8
1.1 1.4
0.2 0.6
0.6 2.3
0.5 1.4
0.8 1.1
0.4 03
0.4 1.0
0.7 0.9
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