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Background 
 
On 21st August the Office for National Statistics (ONS) issued ethnic group population estimates as 
at mid-2006 for all local authorities in England. This Update presents the results for London and the 
boroughs and makes comparison with changes since 2001 in England. These estimates are still 
described by ONS as ‘experimental statistics’ meaning that they do not meet the rigorous quality 
criteria to be labelled as ‘national statistics’. However they are consistent with the ONS mid-year 
population estimates by age and gender and have now been issued for each year back to mid-2001. 
 
Data are available for England by five-year age groups and gender for each of the sixteen ethnic 
group categories used in the 2001 Census. For each local authority district, unitary authority, county 
and Government Office Region, gender and broad ages only are available. A components of change 
analysis is available for England. 
 
London Results 
 
Table 1: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for England and London: 2001 and 2006: 
thousands 
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2001 2001 2006 2006
ENGLAND LONDON ENGLAND LONDON 

All Groups 49449.7 7322.4 50762.9 7512.4

White: British 42925.8 4363.9 42737.7 4354.7
White: Irish 628.8 223.7 581.3 187.7
White: Other White 1342.3 617.5 1699.1 667.5

Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 234.4 72.0 274.5 75.4
Mixed: White and Black African 78.3 35.1 107.7 40.2
Mixed: White and Asian 187.2 61.5 246.4 72.7
Mixed: Other Mixed 154.3 62.5 200.9 71.5

Asian or Asian British: Indian 1045.6 445.8 1264.2 491.3
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 720.0 146.8 861.0 170.4
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 281.5 157.7 338.3 170.5
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 243.8 136.6 323.1 150.5

Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 569.8 348.7 594.7 325.3
Black or Black British: Black African 491.1 388.6 694.5 415.4
Black or Black British: Other Black 97.4 61.4 113.8 63.0

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 227.0 83.3 374.2 111.5
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 222.4 117.3 351.5 144.8

BAME 4552.8 2117.3 5744.8 2302.5
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Table 1 shows the basic results for England and London while Table 2 presents the distribution of 
the population into each of the sixteen groups. In both England and London the proportions of the 
population formed by the White: British and White: Irish have reduced since 2001. The White: British 
have declined by 1.6 percentage points in both England and London while the White: Irish reduction 
in London is more rapid (0.6 compared to 0.2 percentage points). One of the fastest increasing 
groups since 2001 has been Other White, which will include most migrants from the EU accession 
countries in Eastern Europe, collectively referred to as the A8. The rises were similar in England and 
London, 5.6 percentage points in London compared to 5.7 in England as a whole. The sum of all 
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) groups (ie all groups except the three White groups) have 
increased in London from 28.9 per cent of the population in 2001 to 30.6 per cent in 2006. In 
England the rise in BAME groups has been more rapid, by 2.1 percentage points to 13.1 per cent. 
However the representation of Black Caribbeans in London declined from 4.8 per cent in 2001 to 4.3 
per cent in 2006. This is the only BAME group to show a decline in representation. In England the 
percentage of Black Caribbeans remained constant at 1.2 per cent. 
 
Table 3 presents the absolute changes in each of the groups together with an indication of their 
relative growth rates. 
 

2001 2001 2006 2006
ENGLAND LONDON

Table 2: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for England and London: 2001 and 2006: 
percentage distribution 
 

 ENGLAND LONDON 
All Groups 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

White: British 86.8 59.6 84.2 58.0
White: Irish 1.3 3.1 1.1 2.5
White: Other White 2.7 8.4 3.3 8.9

Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 0.5 1.0 0.5 1.0
Mixed: White and Black African 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.5
Mixed: White and Asian 0.4 0.8 0.5 1.0
Mixed: Other Mixed 0.3 0.9 0.4 1.0

Asian or Asian British: Indian 2.1 6.1 2.5 6.5
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 1.5 2.0 1.7 2.3
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 0.6 2.2 0.7 2.3
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 0.5 1.9 0.6 2.0

Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 1.2 4.8 1.2 4.3
Black or Black British: Black African 1.0 5.3 1.4 5.5
Black or Black British: Other Black 0.2 0.8 0.2 0.8

C
C

hinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 0.5 1.1 0.7 1.5
hinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 0.4 1.6 0.7 1.9

BAME 9.2 28.9 11.3 30.6

 



Table 3: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for England and London: 2001 to 2006: 
change and percentage growth 
 

ndon were all exceeded by the 
quivalent values for England where the Chinese increased by 65 per cent, the Black Africans by 41 

y similar, in only one group (White: British) did the change rate in London 
xceed the change in England. In this group both populations fell but more rapidly in England. This 

shows that while the very high diversity levels found in London in 2001 are being enhanced there is 
some catching-up occurring in the rest of England as a whole. 
 
 

Change (000s) Percentage Growth
2001-06 2001-06

ENGLAND LONDON ENGLAND LONDON 
All Groups 1313.2 190.0 2.66 2.59

White: British -188.1 -9.2 -0.44 -0.21
White: Irish -47.5 -36.0 -7.55 -16.09
White: Other White 356.8 50.0 26.58 8.10

Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 40.1 3.4 17.11 4.72
Mixed: White and Black African 29.4 5.1 37.55 14.53
Mixed: White and Asian 59.2 11.2 31.62 18.21
Mixed: Other Mixed 46.6 9.0 30.20 14.40

Asian or Asian British: Indian 218.6 45.5 20.91 10.21
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 141.0 23.6 19.58 16.08
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 56.8 12.8 20.18 8.12
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 79.3 13.9 32.53 10.18

Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 24.9 -23.4 4.37 -6.71
Black or Black British: Black African 203.4 26.8 41.42 6.90
Black or Black British: Other Black 16.4 1.6 16.84 2.61

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 147.2 28.2 64.85 33.85
hinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other 129.1 27.5 58.05 23.44

ME 1192.0 185.2 26.18 8.75

C

BA

 
In both London and England the largest absolute growth was estimated in the Other White and 
Indian groups. In London the Other White group increased by 50 thousand compared to 357 
thousand in England. The Indian population of London increased by 46 thousand followed by the 
Chinese at 28 thousand and the Black Africans at 27 thousand. In England as a whole after the 219 
thousand increase in the Indian population came the Black African increase of 203 thousand and 
Chinese of 147 thousand. London was estimated to have seen reductions in its populations of White: 
Irish (36 thousand), Black Caribbeans (23 thousand) and White: British (9 thousand). Across England 
only the White: British and White: Irish are estimated to have declined. 
 
The fastest growing populations in London, relative to the mid-2001 estimates, were Chinese (34 per 
cent), Other (23 per cent) and Mixed: White and Asian (18 per cent). All BAME groups by nearly 9 
per cent and Other White grew by over 8 per cent, but this includes only the first two years since the 
A8 joined the EU in May 2004. These highlighted changes in Lo
e
per cent and Other White by 27 per cent. Although the overall population growth rates in London 
and England were ver
e
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Table 4: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for London by broad age groups: 2006: 
thousands and percentage distribution 

thnicities of parents given the increased populations of migrant and second generation BAME 
roups in London in the past twenty years. The smallest proportion of children in the population is 

ite: British (17 per cent) and 
lack Caribbeans (15 per cent). The Black Caribbeans proportion reflects the early waves of 

g age. This statistic is also shown in 
able 4. The lowest levels of dependency at values of less than 300 are seen in the groups described 

Thousands Per Cent Dependency
0-15 16-RA RA+ Total 0-15 16-RA RA+ Ratio

All Groups 1445.1 5032.6 1034.8 7512.4 19.24 66.99 13.77 493

White: British 777.8 2827.4 749.5 4354.7 17.86 64.93 17.21 540
White: Irish 12.4 118.1 57.3 187.7 6.61 62.92 30.53 590
White: Other White 86.1 521.5 60.0 667.5 12.90 78.13 8.99 280

Mixed: White and Black Caribbean 37.4 35.7 2.4 75.4 49.60 47.35 3.18 1115
Mixed: White and Black African 16.9 22.3 1.0 40.2 42.04 55.47 2.49 803
Mixed: White and Asian 29.0 40.1 3.6 72.7 39.89 55.16 4.95 813
Mixed: Other Mixed 28.9 39.6 3.0 71.5 40.42 55.38 4.20 806

Asian or Asian British: Indian 83.5 359.2 48.6 491.3 17.00 73.11 9.89 368
Asian or Asian British: Pakistani 44.1 116.2 10.1 170.4 25.88 68.19 5.93 466
Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi 55.3 106.6 8.6 170.5 32.43 62.52 5.04 599
Asian or Asian British: Other Asian 31.6 108.0 10.9 150.5 21.00 71.76 7.24 394

Black or Black British: Black Caribbean 63.5 213.8 48.0 325.3 19.52 65.72 14.76 522
Black or Black British: Black African 117.4 283.0 15.1 415.4 28.26 68.13 3.64 468
Black or Black British: Other Black 24.5 36.3 2.2 63.0 38.89 57.62 3.49 736

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese 14.6 90.0 6.9 111.5 13.09 80.72 6.19 239
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Othe

 

 
Table 4 shows the estimates for London in 2006 in three broad age groups. There are distinct 
differences amongst the sixteen ethnic groups. It is not surprising that the four Mixed groups display 
very high proportions of their populations aged under 16 as there is a greater possibility of mixed 

r 22.3 114.8 7.7 144.8 15.40 79.28 5.32 261

BAME 569.0 1565.6 168.1 2302.5 24.71 68.00 7.30 471

e
g
found amongst the White: Irish. This is partly due to the extent to which children with only one 
White: Irish parent tend to be classified as White: British, see DMAG Update 2005-04: Where have 
all the Irish Babies gone? The Other White and Chinese groups also have relatively low proportions 
of children. 
 
The proportions of the population aged 60(Female)/65(Male) and over also reveals another side of 
why there are so few Irish children as the White: Irish has by far the largest proportion of its 
population in this age group, nearly 31 per cent. Next comes the Wh
B
settlement in the UK over fifty years ago and is significantly higher than the next highest BAME 
group, Indians at 10 per cent. The lowest proportions of retirement age people are found amongst 
the Mixed groups and Other Blacks. 
 
In the working ages the highest proportions are seen amongst the Chinese, Other and Other White 
groups, all at or near 80 per cent. The lowest proportions are seen in the Mixed groups at around 50 
per cent. 
 
Age structure differences can be crudely categorised by the dependency ratio, persons aged under 
sixteen and over retirement per thousand persons of workin
T
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above with the highest proportions in the working ages and the lowest are in the mixed groups with 
alues over 800; over 1000 in the case of the Mixed: White and Black Caribbean group. If the ratios 

 (590). In the first two groups the main burden of 
dependency is children but for the Irish it is the elderly. 

v
for the Mixed groups are set aside the highest dependency measures are seen in the Other Black 
(736), Bangladeshi (599) and White: Irish
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For more information please contact John Hollis, Demographic Consultant, Data Management and Analysis Group, 
Greater London Authority, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, More London, London SE1 2AA 
Tel: 020 7983 4613 e-mail: John.Hollis@london.gov.uk
Copyright © Greater London Authority, 2008 
Data produced in this Update have been reproduced with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and 
are © Crown Copyright. All data in this document are produced by the Office for National Statistics. 

ughs with high estimated overall population 
rowth. Losses in outer London, notably Barking & Dagenham, Croydon and Hillingdon. 

 
White: Irish – losses in all boroughs, notably Brent, Ealing and Islington. 
 
Other White – widespread gains but with notable losses in Haringey and Hackney. Large gains in 
Southwark, Merton and Tower Hamlets. The pattern of gains is broadly consistent with evidence 
from National Insurance records of new numbers being issued to A8 citizens between 2004 and 
2006. 
 
Indian – gains in most boroughs but a large loss in Ealing. 
 
Pakistani – modest gains mainly in outer London boroughs such as Redbridge. 
 
Bangladeshi – a significant loss from Tower Hamlets with gains in other East London boroughs 
notably Redbridge, Barking & Dagenham and Havering. 
 
Black Caribbeans – losses concentrated in inner London boroughs with large Caribbean populations 
with some dispersal to outer boroughs. 
 
Black Africans – movement from inner to outer London with losses from Southwark, Lambeth and 
Hackney and gains in Enfield, Barking & Dagenham and Croydon. 
 
Chinese – small gains everywhere but notably in central London. This is consistent with an increased 
Chinese student enrolment. 
 
All BAME groups – 163 thousand of the 185 thousand increase occurred in outer London with large 
increases in Enfield, Redbridge, Croydon, Barking & Dagenham, Barnet and Hillingdon. In inner 
London there were significant reductions in Lambeth, Hackney and Wandsworth, but with gains in 
central boroughs  
 
Other Data on Ethnic Group Populations 
 
GLA demographic projections are available for ten ethnic groups for all years to 2026 at borough 
level. See DMAG Briefing 2008-03: GLA 2007 Round Ethnic Group Projections. 
 

Borough Results 
 
Annex Table 1 shows the distribution of the sixteen groups in each of the London boroughs. The 
changes since 2001 implied by these figures are shown in Annex Table 2 but must be treated with 
caution as these estimates are constrained to the borough population estimates, the accuracy of 
which are of concern to many boroughs. However there are some clear patterns.   
 
White: British – gains in those inner, mainly central, boro
g
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Annex Table 2: Ethnic Group Population Estimates for London boroughs: Change 2001 to 2006: thousands 

 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Change 2001 to2006 All Groups
White: 
British

White: 
Irish

White: 
Other 
White

Mixed: 
White 
and 

Black 
Caribbea

n

Mixed: 
White 
and 

Black 
African

Mixed: 
White 
and 

Asian

Mixed: 
Other 
Mixed

Asian or 
Asian 

British: 
Indian

Asian or 
Asian 

British: 
Pakistani

Asian or 
Asian 

British: 
Banglad

eshi

Asian or 
Asian 

British: 
Other 
Asian

Black or 
Black 

British: 
Black 

Caribbea
n

Black or 
Black 

British: 
Black 

African

Black or 
Black 

British: 
Other 
Black

Chinese 
or Other 
Ethnic 
Group: 
Chinese

Chinese 
or Other 
Ethnic 
Group: 
Other BAME

LONDON 190.0 -9.2 -36.0 50.0 3.4 5.1 11.2 9.0 45.5 23.6 12.8 13.9 -23.4 26.8 1.6 28.2 27.5 185.2
Inner London 113.5 94.2 -17.1 14.2 -1.1 0.6 5.1 2.9 25.6 8.6 1.2 4.3 -24.1 -23.6 -1.7 17.0 7.6 22.4
Camden 24.9 12.2 -1.9 3.5 0.2 0.1 0.8 0.4 4.0 0.8 -0.1 0.6 -0.1 -0.7 0.3 2.8 2.0 11.1
City of London 0.4 0.4 0.0 -0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 -0.1 0.0 0.3
Hackney 1.2 7.6 -1.0 -2.4 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.8 0.9 -0.2 0.4 -2.5 -2.9 -0.3 0.5 -0.3 -2.9
Hammersmith and Fulham 2.0 4.8 -1.7 -1.0 -0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.3 -1.4 -0.9 -0.2 0.4 0.1 -0.2
Haringey 4.4 8.0 -1.7 -4.1 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.6 1.0 0.6 0.4 -2.4 -0.1 -0.1 1.1 0.6 2.3
Islington 6.1 7.1 -2.3 -0.5 -0.1 -0.1 0.5 0.3 1.4 0.5 -0.1 0.3 -1.0 -1.5 0.0 1.3 0.5 2.0
Kensington and Chelsea 15.8 8.4 -0.6 1.7 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.1 2.3 0.8 0.5 0.3 -0.3 0.0 0.1 2.2 0.1 6.5
Lambeth -1.4 12.4 -1.7 -1.4 -0.6 -0.2 0.3 -0.1 0.9 0.5 0.7 0.4 -5.8 -6.3 -0.9 0.2 0.4 -10.5
Lewisham 1.4 -2.9 -1.2 2.9 -0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 2.7 0.8 0.7 0.4 -2.3 -0.1 -0.5 0.0 0.3 2.4
Newham -1.0 -2.8 -0.7 2.6 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 0.8 -0.1 -2.0 -1.9 0.0 1.0 0.5 -0.2
Southwark 12.5 7.3 -1.4 5.5 -0.4 0.1 0.7 0.5 3.9 0.5 0.6 1.0 -2.4 -6.5 -0.3 2.6 0.8 1.1
Tower Hamlets 11.7 7.9 -0.3 4.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.2 1.8 0.5 -3.1 0.3 -0.8 -1.1 0.2 1.6 0.4 0.4
Wandsworth 7.3 8.7 -1.5 2.1 -0.3 0.0 0.2 -0.1 1.2 -0.3 0.9 -0.3 -2.5 -1.8 -0.1 0.4 0.7 -2.0
Westminster 28.6 15.3 -1.0 1.4 0.2 0.2 0.9 0.5 5.3 1.2 -0.3 0.7 -0.6 0.1 0.3 2.9 1.3 12.7
Outer London 76.4 -103.4 -18.9 35.9 4.6 4.5 6.1 6.0 19.9 14.9 11.6 9.5 0.8 50.4 3.3 11.3 19.9 162.8
Barking and Dagenham 0.0 -15.3 -0.4 2.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.1 0.7 1.6 0.8 0.5 6.0 0.3 0.8 0.7 13.6
Barnet 9.1 -2.6 -1.4 0.0 0.3 0.2 0.6 0.6 1.6 1.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 3.0 0.3 1.3 2.5 12.9
Bexley 2.8 -7.3 -0.1 1.4 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.3 0.5 4.4 0.4 0.2 0.6 8.8
Brent 1.8 5.8 -3.7 0.6 0.0 -0.1 0.7 0.3 -0.3 1.0 0.5 -0.1 -3.2 -0.5 -0.6 0.7 0.7 -0.9
Bromley 2.9 -9.2 -0.2 2.5 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.4 1.5 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.7 2.5 0.5 0.3 0.7 9.7
Croydon 1.9 -13.8 -1.1 1.8 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.8 4.4 1.3 0.4 0.7 0.4 4.5 0.3 0.4 0.7 14.7
Ealing -0.9 1.4 -2.9 1.2 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.4 -5.2 0.5 0.6 -0.2 -1.7 1.0 0.0 0.8 2.4 -0.8
Enfield 8.0 -6.6 -1.2 -1.0 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 1.3 0.9 0.5 1.1 0.7 7.1 0.3 1.0 1.7 16.6
Greenwich 5.1 -5.9 -0.7 3.5 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.9 0.1 3.7 0.2 1.0 0.4 8.5
Harrow 4.6 -3.4 -1.5 0.9 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 1.6 1.2 0.4 0.9 0.4 1.8 0.2 0.3 1.1 8.6
Havering 2.6 -7.6 -0.3 1.9 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.6 1.1 1.2 0.7 0.6 2.3 0.3 0.3 0.7 8.8
Hillingdon 4.4 -10.0 -0.9 3.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.7 0.8 0.3 1.1 0.6 4.0 0.3 0.9 1.2 12.1
Hounslow 2.6 -4.4 -1.3 1.5 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 3.2 0.5 0.7 -0.4 -0.1 1.3 0.1 0.2 0.5 6.5
Kingston upon Thames 6.9 -2.1 -0.4 2.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 1.6 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.8 0.2 0.5 2.0 7.1
Merton 6.6 -2.2 -0.8 4.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1 1.1 0.6 0.3 -0.2 -0.1 1.3 0.1 0.5 1.3 5.7
Redbridge 10.0 -7.2 -0.6 2.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 2.6 1.9 1.8 1.3 0.6 3.9 0.3 0.7 0.9 15.6
Richmond upon Thames 5.2 -2.1 -0.3 2.7 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.9 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 4.9
Sutton 2.9 -5.3 -0.4 2.0 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.8 0.5 1.3 0.3 0.3 0.8 6.7
Waltham Forest -0.3 -5.6 -0.8 2.8 0.1 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.6 -0.4 0.5 -0.2 -1.1 1.6 -0.2 0.6 0.8 3.3
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