
  

 
 

Working Age Adults claiming Key Benefits 
 
This Update summarises data about working age adults (aged 16 to retirement age – 60 for 
women, 65 for men) in London claiming certain key benefits in August 2006. 
 
Altogether, there were just over 5 million working age Londoners in 2006, of whom 752,000 (15 
per cent) were claiming one or more key benefits. These key benefits are: 

• Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA), 
• Incapacity Benefit (IB), 
• Severe Disablement Allowance (SDA), 
• Disability Living Allowance (DLA), 
• Income Support (IS), 
• Other (Carer’s Allowance, Widow’s Benefit and Bereavement Allowance) 

These are a combination of in-work and out-of work benefits, but in the main they are for people 
not in work, or only in part-time work. 
 
The proportion of the working age population receiving one or more of these benefits varies across 
London. Figure 1 shows the borough level percentages, with 14 boroughs having above average 
proportions for London and a clear difference (of over two percentage points) between the groups 
of boroughs with above and below average proportions. The proportion in Hackney is clearly higher 
than any other borough, and more than three times that in Richmond or the City of London. 
 
Figure 1 Percentage of working age adults receiving one or more key benefits by London borough 

0

5

10

15

20

25

H
ac

kn
ey

B
ar

ki
ng

 a
nd

 D
ag

en
ha

m
N

ew
ha

m

Is
lin

gt
on

To
w

er
 H

am
le

ts
H

ar
in

ge
y

G
re

en
w

ic
h

W
al

th
am

 F
or

es
t

So
ut

hw
ar

k
La

m
be

th
Le

w
is

ha
m

B
re

nt
Ca

m
de

n
En

fie
ld

Ea
lin

g
H

am
m

er
sm

ith
 a

nd
 F

ul
ha

m
Cr

oy
do

n
R

ed
br

id
ge

H
ou

ns
lo

w

W
es

tm
in

st
er

H
ill

in
gd

on
Be

xl
ey

H
av

er
in

g
B

ar
ne

t
H

ar
ro

w

W
an

ds
w

or
th

K
en

si
ng

to
n 

an
d 

Ch
el

se
a

Br
om

le
y

Su
tt

on
M

er
to

n

K
in

gs
to

n 
up

on
 T

ha
m

es
R

ic
hm

on
d 

up
on

 T
ha

m
es

Ci
ty

 o
f 

Lo
nd

on

 

Social Exclusion 
Update 
06-2007 
May 2007 

DMAG Update 
Data Management and Analysis Group 

Source: DWP benefits data August 2006 from NOMIS and GLA 2006 Round Demographic Projections (RLP Low) 

London average 



  

For more information please contact Lovedeep Vaid, Data Management and Analysis Group, Greater London 
Authority, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA. Tel: 020 7983 4699 
e-mail: Lovedeep.vaid@london.gov.uk 
Copyright © Greater London Authority, 2007. Data are reproduced in this Update with the permission of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and are © Crown Copyright. An acknowledgement of the source is 
given at the end of each table.  

These data are also available for each of the wards in London, as illustrated in the map below. This 
clearly shows the variation within boroughs. Fifteen of the 32 London boroughs each contain wards 
falling into each of the five quintiles. 
 
Figure 1 Percentage of working age adults receiving one or more key benefits by London borough 

 
Table 1 shows that the ward with the highest proportion, one in three, of working age adults 
receiving key benefits is in Haringey, only the sixth highest borough. Several other boroughs with 
wards in this list do not have particularly high borough figures. Wards in Westminster and 
Kensington and Chelsea feature in both the highest and lowest ten in London. 
 

Table 1  London wards with the ten highest percentages and ten lowest percentages of working age 
adults receiving key benefits 
Haringey  Northumberland Park 33.0  Westminster  Knightsbridge and Belgravia 0.9
Brent  Harlesden 32.4  Kensington & Chelsea  Queen's Gate 2.4
Tower Hamlets  East India and Lansbury 30.8  Merton  Village 3.3
Westminster  Queen's Park 29.9  Westminster  Marylebone High Street 3.9
Brent  Stonebridge 29.7  Barnet  Garden Suburb 4.0
Barking & Dagenham  Gascoigne 29.2  Kensington & Chelsea  Campden 4.0
Newham  Canning Town North 29.2  Richmond  St Margarets and North Twickenham 4.1
Hackney  Chatham 29.0  Kensington & Chelsea  Brompton 4.1
Westminster  Church Street 29.0  Merton  Hillside 4.2
Kensington & Chelsea  Golborne 28.7  Kensington & Chelsea  Courtfield 4.3

Source: DWP benefits data August 2006 from NOMIS and GLA 2006 Round Demographic Projections (RLP Low) 
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