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1. Introduction
This note has been prepared in response to the ecology and arboriculture feedback from the GLA on the Stoney Wood Quarter proposals (Ref. 25/2743/FUL). It reviews how the scheme has evolved to improve its Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG), Urban Greening Factor (UGF) and tree retention performance, and sets out the arboricultural position, including retained and removed trees, CAVAT, construction-stage tree protection and long-term management. Ecology and protected species matters (bats, badgers and reptiles) are addressed in the separate Ecology Note, to which this note should be read alongside.
It was updated in August 2026 to include a maturity level assessment of the proposed planted trees.


2. Design Development and BNG Enhancement
The scheme has undergone considerable design development, with biodiversity, urban greening, arboriculture, landscape quality and long-term management treated as core design considerations throughout. The layout was amended during the planning process to reduce ecological impact, retain more existing woodland and tree structure, and improve the quality and extent of the proposed green infrastructure.
The improvement is demonstrated by comparing the June 2025 and November 2025 BNG assessments. The June 2025 assessment, undertaken prior to the amendments to the layout, recorded a post-development area habitat position of 8.02 units, resulting in a net loss of -5.70 units, equivalent to -41.53%. It also recorded a loss of linear habitat units, with the post-development position falling from 0.44 units to 0.00 units.
Following design review, the scheme was amended to reduce the development footprint, retain more existing woodland and tree structure, and better integrate the northern watercourse and riparian edge into the ecological strategy. The November 2025 assessment recorded a materially improved BNG position. Area habitat loss was reduced from -41.53% to -16.12%, with the post-development area habitat score increasing from 8.02 units to 11.91 units. In unit terms, the residual area habitat deficit was reduced from -5.70 units to -2.29 units, an improvement of approximately 3.41 units, or around 60%. The linear habitat position was also improved, with post-development linear habitat increasing from 0.00 units to 0.78 units.
Watercourse habitats are now assessed separately. The November 2025 assessment records 9.83 watercourse units at baseline and no net change post-development, as the watercourses are retained. This is an important change from the earlier assessment because the northern watercourse and riparian corridor are now more clearly recognised within the ecological baseline and long-term management strategy.
The current BNG position does not remove the need for any residual off-site biodiversity provision. The November 2025 assessment continues to identify a residual deficit in area and linear habitat units. However, the comparison between the two assessments shows that the scheme no longer simply relies on off-site compensation. The design has first sought to avoid and reduce ecological loss through significant footprint reduction, increased tree and woodland retention, new native planting, green and brown roofs, watercourse assessment and long-term management commitments.
The current position is materially improved when compared with the earlier BNG assessment. The remaining biodiversity deficit is acknowledged and will be addressed through off-site biodiversity units / credits and secured long-term management. However, the scheme now demonstrates a stronger on-site ecological response and alignment with the mitigation hierarchy.











3. Options Explored to Enhance BNG and UGF
3.1 Reduced footprint and greater habitat retention
The most important ecological improvement during design development has been the increased retention of existing woodland and tree structure. This has allowed a greater proportion of existing ecological value to remain in situ, particularly at the northern and western edges of the site. This reduced the amount of compensatory provision required elsewhere and helped preserve immediate habitat value.
3.2 Retention of higher-value trees
The tree retention strategy focuses on retaining the principal tree groups and the higher-quality trees, particularly within the northern and western parts of the site. Retaining existing mature and semi-mature trees improves both Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and Urban Greening Factor (UGF). It also preserves canopy structure, supports habitat connectivity and maintains an established landscape setting from the outset of occupation.
The retention strategy is therefore more robust, with trees retained in meaningful groups and landscape areas rather than as isolated specimens. This reduces the risk that retained trees become vulnerable to construction impacts or future resident pressure after occupation.
3.3 New tree planting and canopy development
New tree planting is an important component of both the UGF strategy and the BNG strategy. It will reinforce the transition from the more urban southern edge of the site to the woodland character to the north and west. The detailed planting strategy will prioritise species that are climate-resilient, appropriate for the site conditions, beneficial to wildlife and suitable for long-term estate management.
Species selection will include a strong native and wildlife-beneficial component. 
3.4 Green and brown roofs
Green and brown roofs will be developed as ecological infrastructure rather than simply as visual or drainage features. Their detailed specification will be agreed with the project ecologist and will include varied native wildflower and sedum mixes.
They will assist with UGF, SuDS performance, urban cooling, invertebrate habitat and foraging opportunities for birds and bats.
3.5 Native habitat replacement
The detailed landscape strategy will maximise the value of the significant landscaping that is proposed by using native, mixed-species planting rather than single-species ornamental landscaping. Suitable species will include hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel, field maple, dogwood, guelder rose, holly and native rose species, with a large number of trees introduced where spatially appropriate.
Planting will also be used to strengthen ecological connectivity across the site, particularly between retained woodland, the riparian corridor, new pocket landscapes and green roof habitats.
3.6 Woodland edge enhancement
The retained woodland edge will be enhanced through selective shrub planting, deadwood retention, log piles, hibernacula, invasive species control, woodland-edge ground flora, controlled access to prevent trampling, and sensitive lighting design to protect commuting and foraging habitats.
The objective will be to create a managed woodland edge that is ecologically functional, resilient and protected from gradual degradation after occupation. The woodland edge will not be treated as a narrow ornamental buffer; it will be managed as one of the principal ecological assets of the development.
3.7 Riparian buffer enhancement
The northern watercourse corridor will be protected and enhanced through sensitive planting, controlled access, avoidance of unnecessary lighting, and long-term management. Further enhancement will focus on strengthening native riparian planting, maintaining a naturalistic buffer, controlling erosion and trampling, retaining deadwood where safe, and ensuring no deterioration in watercourse condition.
Where public access is provided near the riparian zone, it will be carefully designed so that the watercourse edge is protected from littering, dog access, trampling and encroachment.
3.8 Species-specific enhancements
Species-specific measures will be secured through the detailed ecological enhancement strategy and LEMP / HMMP. These will include, where appropriate, bat boxes, bird boxes, bee bricks, invertebrate habitat, log piles, deadwood habitat, habitat piles, dark corridor protection and native berry and nectar planting.
3.9 Long-term management and monitoring
BNG and UGF performance will depend on long-term management, not only initial planting. The long-term management plan will therefore include clear habitat creation specifications, target condition criteria, establishment maintenance, replacement planting obligations, annual monitoring, adaptive management triggers, responsibility for funding and implementation, and reporting to the local planning authority where required.


4. Arboricultural Position
The scheme has been developed with a clear tree retention strategy in mind. The tree retention strategy focuses on retaining substantial groups rather than isolated remnants. This is important because tree retention is more meaningful if the retained trees can be protected during construction and managed successfully after occupation.
The current strategy retains all Category A trees and all but two of the Category B trees on site, in particular in the woodland group at the north-west of the site. This approach reduces both direct arboricultural impact and post-development pressure. The precise retained / removed position should be read with the Arboricultural Report and tree retention schedule.
Retained trees are being incorporated as part of the landscape structure of the development. They are not being treated as residual constraints or left-over features. The design intention is that retained trees contribute to shade, amenity, biodiversity, landscape maturity, wayfinding and the transition between the urban edge and woodland context.
The map below (and enclosed at Appendix 1) shows the trees that are being retained and removed with retained trees in black and removed in red:

[image: ]
Source: Quaife Woodlands Arboricultural Report

The following table lists all the trees on site and records which are retained and removed, showing that the most significant A and B trees are retained. With regard to the GLA’s specific query in relation to trees T8 and T145, we can confirm that those trees are proposed to be removed as illustrated on the tree removal / retention plan and detailed below.
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5. CAVAT Assessment and Replacement Value
A Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees (CAVAT) assessment of the trees to be removed by the proposed development has been undertaken by Tree Frontiers, chartered arboricultural consultants, and is enclosed in Appendix A. It has been prepared using the CAVAT Quick Method, which the CAVAT system expressly provides for the strategic valuation of larger tree populations rather than the detailed appraisal of a limited number of individual specimens. Given that the affected trees form part of a woodland block, woodland edge and grouped tree structure rather than being experienced as individual public-realm specimens, the Quick Method is the proportionate and technically appropriate methodology for this resource.
The valuation is reported at two points: the value of the replacement planting on the day it is planted (Section 5.3), and its projected value over the 15–20 year period as the planting approaches maturity (Section 5.5).
5.1 Trees removed and CAVAT value of loss
The scheme removes 79 trees or groups of trees and retains 71, including all Category A trees and all but two Category B trees, principally within the woodland group at the north-west of the site. The trees proposed for removal are predominantly internal Category C and Category U specimens with limited public accessibility or visibility. Applying a Community Tree Index (CTI) factor of 150% and a Unit Value Factor (UVF) of £23.56, the assessment concludes that the total CAVAT value of the trees proposed for removal is £263,262.
5.2 Replacement planting
The scheme provides 126 new trees, increasing the total tree stock on site from 150 to approximately 197 — a net increase of around 31%. The planting comprises a native, climate-resilient palette of twelve species distributed across the character areas of the scheme, from the welcome square and pocket parks through to the woodland-edge, meadow and riparian margins, reinforcing the transition from the more urban southern edge to the woodland character to the north and west.
5.3 CAVAT value of the replacement planting at day one
The 126 replacement trees have been valued on the same basis as the trees removed, applying the CAVAT Quick Method with the same Unit Value Factor (£23.56) and Community Tree Index (150%). Consistent with the CAVAT methodology, initially the newly planted trees carry a lower value than the established trees they replace, because they have not yet developed the trunk size, canopy, visibility and public benefit of mature stock. Applying a functional factor of 60% and a life-expectancy factor of 100% — the latter reflecting that the replacements are newly planted, healthy stock with the longest life expectancy — the replacement planting provides an on-site CAVAT value of £50,097 on Day One.
For each tree the value is derived from its stem diameter (girth divided by π), converted to trunk basal area (π/4 × diameter²), multiplied by the UVF to give a base value, then by the CTI, and finally by the functional and life-expectancy factors. By way of worked example, a semi-mature small-leaved lime at 20/25 cm girth: 22.5 ÷ π = 7.16 cm diameter → 40.3 cm² basal area → × £23.56 = £949 base value → × 1.5 = £1,424 → × 0.60 × 1.0 = £854.
Basis of the replacement valuation. The Day One replacement valuation applies the same CAVAT Quick Method, and the same Unit Value Factor (£23.56) and Community Tree Index (150%), as the assessment of the trees removed, so that both the loss and the replacement provision are considered on a consistent, like-for-like basis. Because the replacement stock is of small stem diameter (approximately 4–9 cm, corresponding to the 12/14 to 25/30 cm girth nursery stock listed in the schedule), which falls at or below the smallest size band in the Quick Method look-up, the base value has been derived from a continuous Unit Value Factor × basal-area calculation; this reconciles with the Quick Method band values at each band’s representative diameter. 
On this basis the position at the time of planting is that the trees to be removed have a CAVAT value of £263,262; the 126 replacement trees have a combined CAVAT value of £50,097 on the day they are planted; and the day-one difference is therefore £213,165. This is expressly a day-one figure. A comparison made at the moment of planting records the replacement stock at the lowest value it will ever hold, before the trees have developed the stem size, canopy and public benefit of the established trees they replace. It is not, in itself, a measure of the adequacy of the replacement, which falls to be assessed as the planting establishes — the assessment set out at Sections 5.4 and 5.5 below.
5.4 Why a maturity-based assessment is the appropriate basis under CAVAT
Assessing the replacement planting as it approaches maturity is not a departure from the CAVAT methodology; it follows from it. CAVAT is a capital asset valuation: a tree’s base value is derived from its trunk area, so the value of a tree — and of a tree stock — increases as the trees grow. The method is used by local authorities to record the appreciating value of their tree stock over time, and its adjustment factors are themselves forward-looking: the safe life expectancy factor values a tree by reference to the future period over which it will continue to deliver public benefit. A newly planted tree is therefore not an asset of small fixed value, but an appreciating asset at the start of its growth curve.
The CAVAT guidance is explicit about the consequence for replacement planting. As recorded in the Tree Frontiers assessment at Appendix A, CAVAT “is not intended to require direct financial equivalence between removed and replacement trees”, because newly planted trees invariably carry a much lower initial value than the established trees they replace; the assessment should instead demonstrate “whether the development secures a reasonable pathway towards restoring public amenity value over the longer term”. A maturity-based assessment answers that question. It is also the question posed by London Plan Policy G7(C), which requires “adequate replacement based on the existing value of the benefits of the trees removed”: the loss is valued at its existing value, and the adequacy of what replaces it is judged by whether that value is restored. Consistent with this, the GLA has requested that the CAVAT assessment should be considered over a 15–20 year period, looking at the planting schedule at maturity and demonstrating that it replaces the value of the lost trees. Section 5.5 provides that assessment.
5.5 CAVAT value of the replacement planting at 15–20 years
The projection applies exactly the same CAVAT Quick Method parameters as the valuations above — a Unit Value Factor of £23.56 and a Community Tree Index factor of 150% — so that the trees removed, the replacement planting at day one, and the projected values are all assessed on a consistent, like-for-like basis. Each of the 126 scheduled trees has been grown forward from its stem diameter at planting using a conservative species-specific annual stem-diameter increment, and the base value at each future year is derived from the same continuous Unit Value Factor × basal-area calculation described at Section 5.3.
The adopted growth rates are anchored to published UK evidence. A dendrochronological study of common urban trees across five cities in Great Britain (Vaz Monteiro, Levanič and Doick, 2017, Urban Forestry & Urban Greening 22, 11–23) recorded mean annual diameter increments of 0.77–0.87 cm across the broadleaf species sampled, with silver birch averaging 0.86 cm per year (range 0.60–1.19 cm per year between cities). A comparable tree-ring study of the urban forest at Torbay (Rogers, Lawrence and Hutchings, Forest Research/Treeconomics) recorded an all-species average of 0.30 cm per year in a sample dominated by mature and woodland-setting specimens, rising to 0.39 cm per year for open-grown trees. Against this evidence the adopted rates are deliberately pitched at or below the bottom of the published urban range for each species group: 0.6 cm per year for the faster-growing pioneer species (silver birch and alder, with 0.8 for black poplar), 0.45–0.5 cm per year for the moderate species (lime, hornbeam, wild cherry and field maple), 0.35 cm per year for beech and the fruit species, and 0.2 cm per year for the slow-growing evergreens (holly and yew). These rates are conservative for young nursery stock planted into prepared soils in a managed landscape, which once established would ordinarily be expected to outperform the long-run urban averages recorded in the studies above.
Two further assumptions are also deliberately cautious. First, the functional factor is held at 60% — the same factor applied to the day-one valuation — even though healthy, established trees at years 15–20 would ordinarily warrant a higher functional rating; any uplift would increase the projected values further. Second, the life-expectancy factor is retained at 100%, consistent with healthy stock in the first half of its safe life expectancy. Tree numbers are maintained at 126 throughout: any losses during establishment will be replaced under the lifetime Tree Management Plan secured with the scheme, so no separate mortality discount is applied.
	Species
	No.
	Stem Ø at planting (cm)
	Growth rate (cm/yr)
	CAVAT at planting (£)
	CAVAT at year 15 (£)
	CAVAT at year 20 (£)

	Silver birch
	31
	4.1–7.2
	0.6
	12,536
	99,300
	146,794

	Small-leaved lime
	10
	5.4–7.2
	0.5
	6,344
	30,976
	43,350

	Hornbeam
	13
	4.8–7.2
	0.45
	5,888
	30,778
	43,460

	Field maple
	13
	4.1–4.8
	0.45
	4,370
	27,328
	39,370

	Black poplar
	5
	4.8
	0.8
	1,900
	23,430
	35,935

	Wild cherry
	9
	4.8
	0.5
	3,420
	22,581
	32,715

	Common alder
	7
	4.8
	0.6
	2,660
	22,120
	32,802

	Crab apple
	14
	4.1
	0.35
	3,990
	20,552
	28,924

	Wild pear
	13
	4.1
	0.35
	3,705
	19,084
	26,858

	Beech
	5
	5.4–8.0
	0.35
	3,574
	11,489
	15,147

	Holly
	4
	4.1
	0.2
	1,140
	3,396
	4,412

	Yew
	2
	4.1
	0.2
	570
	1,698
	2,206

	TOTAL — 126 trees
	126
	
	
	£50,097
	£312,732
	£451,973



On these deliberately conservative assumptions, the combined CAVAT value of the replacement planting reaches approximately £313,000 at year 15 and £452,000 at year 20 — around 1.2 and 1.7 times the £263,262 value of the trees removed. The value of the replacement planting overtakes the value of the trees removed at approximately year 13 following planting. On mid-range published growth rates the projected values would be materially higher (in the order of £580,000 at year 15), and any uplift to the functional factor to reflect established, healthy stock would raise them further. 
The comparison also makes no allowance for the settings in which the value is delivered. The Tree Frontiers assessment records that the trees proposed for removal are predominantly internal specimens with limited public accessibility or visibility. The replacement planting is located within the public realm of the scheme — the welcome square, play street, pocket parks and woodland streets — serving a new residential community of up to 463 homes. Under the CAVAT Full Method, site-specific accessibility and visibility adjustments would reduce the value of many of the trees removed and would not reduce the value of the replacement planting. These adjustments do not form part of the Quick Method, and their omission means the comparison understates the relative public amenity of the new planting.
5.6 Policy G7 and the Section 106 obligation
The assessment at Section 5.5 demonstrates that the planting schedule replaces the value of the lost trees at maturity. It follows that the scheme achieves adequate replacement for the purposes of London Plan Policy G7 through the on-site planting itself. Local Plan Policy CDH07 and the Barnet Planning Obligations SPD provide for a contribution for any residual value "in circumstances where it is demonstrated that it would not be possible to provide replacement trees on site to the value removed". This assessment demonstrates that replacement trees to the value removed are being provided on site, within the 15–20 year period over which the GLA has advised the assessment should be made. The SPD further provides that CAVAT contributions for the loss of trees "should be in accordance with London Plan Policy G7" — the policy with which the on-site planting has been shown to accord. On that basis a residual CAVAT contribution is not necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms.
The interim period between planting and full value replacement at approximately year 13 is a temporary condition inherent in any replacement planting programme and is mitigated in three ways. The principal amenity resource is retained throughout, with all Category A and all but two Category B trees kept in place. The planting is to be implemented at the earliest available planting seasons in accordance with the landscape implementation programme. And the establishment of the projected values is secured, not merely predicted — through the fully-costed planting programme, the replacement of any failed stock, and the lifetime Tree Management Plan, each capable of being secured by planning condition.
5.7 Proportionate mitigation package
CAVAT is not intended to require direct financial equivalence between removed and replacement trees; it informs the planning balance by indicating the scale of public amenity value affected and the adequacy of the mitigation proposed. Taken as a whole, the arboricultural response is proportionate: the retention of all Category A and all but two Category B trees; a net increase in tree numbers from 150 to approximately 197; a fully-costed replacement planting programme; a lifetime Tree Management Plan; and the delivery and long-term management of the planting secured through condition. Together these provide both immediate re-provision and a secured pathway to restoring public amenity value over the longer term.
5.8 Schedule of replacement trees
The schedule below lists each of the 126 replacement trees, with its species, nursery size, location within the scheme, day-one CAVAT value and supply cost.
	Ref
	Species
	Nursery size
	Location in scheme
	CAVAT value Day One

	N001
	Small-leaved lime
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N002
	Small-leaved lime
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N003
	Small-leaved lime
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N004
	Small-leaved lime
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N005
	Silver birch
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N006
	Silver birch
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N007
	Silver birch
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N008
	Silver birch
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N009
	Hornbeam
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N010
	Hornbeam
	Semi-mature 20/25 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£854

	N011
	Beech
	Semi-mature 25/30 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£1,055

	N012
	Beech
	Semi-mature 25/30 cm
	Welcome square / primary frontage
	£1,055

	N013
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N014
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N015
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N016
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N017
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N018
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N019
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N020
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N021
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N022
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N023
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N024
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N025
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N026
	Crab apple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N027
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N028
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N029
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N030
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N031
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N032
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N033
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N034
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N035
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N036
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N037
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N038
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N039
	Wild pear
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Play street
	£285

	N040
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N041
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N042
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N043
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N044
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N045
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N046
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N047
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N048
	Wild cherry
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Meadow / understorey
	£380

	N049
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N050
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N051
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N052
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N053
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N054
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N055
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N056
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N057
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N058
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N059
	Hornbeam
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£380

	N060
	Beech
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£488

	N061
	Beech
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£488

	N062
	Beech
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Woodland street & edge
	£488

	N063
	Holly
	Rootball 1.5 m
	Woodland street & edge
	£285

	N064
	Holly
	Rootball 1.5 m
	Woodland street & edge
	£285

	N065
	Holly
	Rootball 1.5 m
	Woodland street & edge
	£285

	N066
	Holly
	Rootball 1.5 m
	Woodland street & edge
	£285

	N067
	Yew
	Rootball 1.5 m
	Woodland street & edge
	£285

	N068
	Yew
	Rootball 1.5 m
	Woodland street & edge
	£285

	N069
	Black poplar
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N070
	Black poplar
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N071
	Black poplar
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N072
	Black poplar
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N073
	Black poplar
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N074
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N075
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N076
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N077
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N078
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N079
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N080
	Common alder
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Wetland / riparian margin
	£380

	N081
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N082
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N083
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N084
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N085
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N086
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N087
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N088
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N089
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N090
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N091
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N092
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N093
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N094
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N095
	Silver birch
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£380

	N096
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N097
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N098
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N099
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N100
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N101
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N102
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N103
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N104
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N105
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N106
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N107
	Silver birch
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£285

	N108
	Small-leaved lime
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£488

	N109
	Small-leaved lime
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£488

	N110
	Small-leaved lime
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£488

	N111
	Small-leaved lime
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£488

	N112
	Small-leaved lime
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£488

	N113
	Small-leaved lime
	Extra heavy 16/18 cm
	Pocket park / open green
	£488

	N114
	Field maple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£285

	N115
	Field maple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£285

	N116
	Field maple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£285

	N117
	Field maple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£285

	N118
	Field maple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£285

	N119
	Field maple
	Heavy standard 12/14 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£285

	N120
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	N121
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	N122
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	N123
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	N124
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	N125
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	N126
	Field maple
	Extra heavy 14/16 cm
	Boundary / defensible edge
	£380

	TOTAL — 126 trees
	£50,097



CAVAT values are calculated on the CAVAT Quick Method (UVF £23.56, CTI 150%, functional factor 60%, life-expectancy factor 100%), consistent with the enclosed Tree Frontiers assessment of the trees removed. Nursery sizes are quoted as girth; CAVAT values are calculated on stem diameter (girth ÷ π).


6. Construction-Stage Tree Protection
Retained trees will be protected through a BS5837-compliant tree protection strategy secured through the Arboricultural Method Statement, Tree Protection Plan and Construction Environmental Management Plan. Tree protection measures will be installed before enabling works, demolition, vegetation clearance, site set-up or construction activity begins as illustrated below:
[image: ]
6.1 Pre-commencement controls
Before works begin, the project arboriculturist will brief the site manager and contractor with retained trees clearly identified and tree protection fencing installed in accordance with the approved Tree Protection Plan. Construction exclusion zones will be clearly signed, ground protection installed before access is required, and photographic evidence of installed protection recorded.
6.2 Tree protection fencing
In accordance with the Arboricultural Report, prepared by Quaife Woodlands, the tree protection fencing needs to be robust, immovable and suitable for the duration of the works. It prevents access into Root Protection Areas and retained woodland areas. The fencing will remain in place until all construction works, including external works, fitting out, landscaping and demobilisation, have been completed in the relevant area.
The fencing should not be moved, realigned or temporarily opened without arboricultural approval. Any unauthorised fencing movement should be treated as a compliance issue and recorded immediately.
6.3 Ground protection
Where access, working space or temporary routes are unavoidable near retained trees, ground protection will be installed before use. Ground protection will be installed in accordance with the tree protection strategy to prevent soil compaction, rutting and root damage. 
No storage of materials, spoil, welfare units, fuels, chemicals, cement, washout water or waste will be permitted within Root Protection Areas.
6.4 Excavation near trees
Any excavation within or close to Root Protection Areas will be agreed with the project arboriculturist. Roots encountered during works should not be cut without arboricultural approval. If roots are unexpectedly encountered, works should pause and the project arboriculturist should inspect before works continue.
6.5 Services and drainage
Services will be routed outside Root Protection Areas wherever practicable. Drainage runs, lighting ducts, utilities, irrigation, CCTV, foundations for furniture and signage will all be coordinated with the tree protection strategy.
The layout of compounds, haul routes, storage areas, temporary works, drainage and services will be coordinated around the approved Tree Protection Plan and will not be allowed to compromise retained trees or woodland edge areas.
6.6 Site monitoring
A formal arboricultural monitoring regime will be secured by condition. This should include inspection after tree protection fencing is installed, regular inspections during enabling and construction works, inspections before and after any approved works within Root Protection Areas, photographic records, a clear process for reporting breaches, and corrective action if fencing is moved, roots are exposed or soil compaction occurs.
Monitoring should continue until the risk to retained trees has passed.


7. Post-Development Pressure on Retained Trees
The design has sought to reduce post-development pressure by retaining trees in meaningful landscape groups, woodland edge areas and open spaces rather than leaving them as isolated trees in constrained private areas. This means retained trees are more likely to be experienced as part of the character and amenity of the development.
7.1 Relationship between retained trees and new homes
The retained tree groups should be managed as positive landscape assets. The western retained trees will form part of the woodland-edge and open-space experience, providing shade, ecological value, seasonal interest and a mature landscape setting. The northern trees will help maintain the wooded character of the site edge and support ecological connectivity.
The estate management strategy will make clear that retained trees are part of the approved landscape and ecological infrastructure. They should not be treated as optional amenity features that can be removed or heavily reduced in response to resident preference.
The site has been designed to ensure there is sufficient buffer space between the retained trees and the homes so that the trees create a positive feature rather than an object residents resent. 
7.2 Managing shading and nuisance pressure
Notwithstanding this, future resident expectations will need to be managed from the outset. The estate management plan will state that removal of retained trees will only be undertaken where justified by arboricultural safety, tree health, statutory requirements, approved ecological management, clearance required for access or buildings, or works approved by the local planning authority where required.
Routine seasonal issues such as leaf fall, shade, pollen, fruit fall, bird activity or general preference for more light will not justify removal.
The following wording should be incorporated into the estate management plan:
Retained trees and woodland edge habitats form an integral part of the approved landscape, arboricultural and ecological strategy for Stoney Wood Quarter. They will be managed by the estate management company in accordance with the approved Arboricultural Method Statement, LEMP / HMMP and long-term maintenance plan. Removal will only be considered where justified by arboricultural need, safety, statutory requirements, approved access clearances or ecological management objectives. 
7.3 Protecting Root Protection Areas after occupation
Tree protection must not stop at practical completion. Post-occupation management needs to protect retained tree rooting environments by preventing vehicle access over Root Protection Areas, avoiding storage or maintenance compounds within Root Protection Areas, using permeable surfaces near trees, maintaining mulch or planted woodland-floor areas, preventing soil compaction, avoiding repeated event use or heavy footfall under tree canopies and ensuring replacement of failed understorey planting.
Where retained trees are adjacent to communal open space, the landscape design will use planting, edging, seating placement and path alignment to guide people away from sensitive root areas.
7.4 Woodland edge management
The retained woodland edge will be managed as a distinct landscape and ecological zone. This will include native shrub and understorey planting, thorny or dense planting where needed to discourage informal access, controlled access points, retention of deadwood where safe, log piles and habitat piles, invasive species monitoring, periodic arboricultural inspections, sensitive pruning only where justified, litter management, dark corridor protection and avoidance of garden-style over-management.
7.5 Lighting and tree pressure
Lighting can create post-development ecological pressure by affecting bats, birds and woodland-edge habitats. The lighting strategy will therefore be coordinated with the arboricultural and ecological strategy. Lighting needs to avoid direct illumination of retained tree canopies, woodland edge and bat corridors. It will use low-level directional fittings, minimise spill into the northern and western ecological edges, and be reviewed by the ecologist where it affects sensitive habitats.
7.6 Resident information and management culture
Residents need to be informed that the retained trees and woodland edge are part of the identity of the development. Welcome packs, estate rules or resident information boards can be used to explain why the trees are retained, why deadwood and log piles may be present, why some areas are not intended for access, why lighting is controlled, why pruning is limited, and how residents can report genuine safety concerns.
This will help reduce future pressure by establishing the retained woodland as a protected and valued asset.


8. Summary of Commitments
1. The scheme has been developed to improve BNG and UGF performance through reduced footprint, greater tree and woodland retention, new planting, riparian enhancement and species-specific ecological measures.
2. Further improvements will continue to be secured through detailed landscape design, ecological specification and long-term management.
3. Retained trees will be protected during construction through tree protection fencing, construction exclusion zones, ground protection, arboricultural supervision and monitoring.
4. Post-development pressure will be managed through estate management controls, woodland edge management, Root Protection Area protection, resident information, lighting control and a clear policy that retained trees will not be removed in response to ordinary seasonal nuisance.
Overall, the approach is to continue reducing ecological and arboricultural impact where practicable, protect retained trees and woodland, provide robust protected species mitigation, and secure long-term management so that the ecological and landscape value of the scheme is maintained after occupation.


APPENDIX A – CAVAT ASSESSMENT
August 2026
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56 0.13 1.56 14 4 Ash C N Y

57 0.1 1.20 6 3 Yew C N Y

58 0.1 1.20 16 6 Ash C N Y

59

0.17 n/a 4 2

unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

60

0.15 n/a 6 2

Cherry

dead/ dying n/a n/a

61

0.15 n/a 4 1

Cherry

dead/ dying n/a n/a

62 0.44 5.28 18 16 Oak A N Y

63 0.05 0.60 6 4 Holly C N Y

64 0.05 0.60 6 3 Holly C N Y

65 0.1 1.20 8 2 Sycamore C N Y

66 0.2 2.40 12 8 Hawthorn C N Y

67 0.17 2.04 12 8 Hawthorn C N Y

68 0.1 1.20 6 6 Hawthorn C N Y

69 0.35 4.20 12 8 Hawthorn C N Y

70 0.24 2.88 10 6 Hawthorn C N Y

71 0.5 6.00 10 6 Birch C N Y

72 0.1 1.20 12 3 Ash C N Y

73 0.22 2.64 12 6 Ash C N Y

74 0.42 5.04 18 14 Ash A N Y

75 0.13 1.56 6 3 Hawthorn C N

Y

76 0.09 1.08 10 3 Ash C N

Y

77 0.11 1.32 12 3 Ash C N

Y

78 0.1 1.20 8 1 Ash C N

Y

79 0.18 2.16 10 3 Ash C N

Y

80 0.12 1.44 8 3 Ash C N

Y

81 0.1 1.20 12 2 Ash C N

Y

82 0.14 1.68 10 4 Ash C N

Y

83 0.12 1.44 10 4 Ash C N

Y

84 2x 0.2 4.80 6 4 Hawthorn C N

N

85 0.1 1.20 8 2 Ash C N

N

86 0.13 1.56 10 3 Ash C N

N

87 0.1 1.20 8 3 Ash C N

N

88 0.3 3.60 14 6 Field Maple B N

Y

89 0.2 2.40 14 6 Aspen C N

N

90 0.2 2.40 14 6 Ash C N

N

91 0.1 1.20 8 4 Aspen C N

N

92 0.1 1.20 10 2 Aspen C N

N

93 1 12.00 18 12 Poplar C N

N

94

0.15 n/a 10 10

Ash

dead/ dying n/a n/a

95

0.2 n/a 12 4

Birch

dead/ dying n/a n/a

96

0.15 n/a 10 3

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

97 0.1 1.20 14 6 Willow C N Y

98 0.2 2.40 16 6 Ash C N Y

99

0.25 n/a 14 6

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

100 0.5 6.00 18 10 Poplar A N Y

101 0.3 3.60 16 8 Aspen U N

Y

102

0.4 n/a 14 8

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

103

0.3 n/a 14 8

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

104

0.3 n/a 16 6

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

105

0.4 4.8 16 8

Aspen

U N Y

106 0.1 1.20 8 3 Aspen U N

Y

107 0.4 4.80 18 12 Aspen U N

Y

108 0.3 3.60 18 6 Aspen U N

Y

109

0.15 n/a 10 2

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

110 0.2 2.40 8 6 Oak C N

Y
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111 0.3 3.60 18 8 Aspen U N

Y

112 0.2 2.40 16 4 Aspen U N

Y

113 0.35 4.20 18 12 Aspen C N

Y

114 0.2 2.40 8 6 Oak C N

Y

115 0.3 3.60 18 10 Aspen C N

Y

116 0.4 4.80 18 16 Aspen C N

Y

117

0.3 n/a 16 10

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

118 0.2 2.40 14 6 Aspen C N

Y

119 0.2 2.40 14 6 Aspen C N

Y

120 0.25 3.00 18 8 Aspen C N

Y

121

0.1 n/a 8 6

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

122 0.3 3.60 16 10 Oak C N

Y

123 0.4 4.80 18 12 Aspen B N

Y

124 0.1 1.20 12 2 Oak C N

Y

125 0.4 4.80 20 12 Aspen B N

Y

126 0.18 2.16 12 6 Poplar C N

Y

127 0.13 1.56 6 4 Maple C N

Y

128 0.2 2.40 10 3 Sycamore C N

Y

129 0.2 2.40 12 6 Maple C N

N

130 0.3 3.60 18 6 Aspen C N

N

131 0.2 2.40 8 3 Aspen C N

N

132 0.15 1.80 14 4 Maple C N

N

133 0.1 1.20 8 3 Aspen C N

N

134 0.2 2.40 12 4 Maple C N

N

135 0.3 3.60 18 4 Aspen C N

N

136 0.2 2.40 14 6 Aspen C N

N

137 0.1 1.20 8 3 Aspen C N

N

138 0.1 1.20 6 3 Aspen C N

N

139 0.3 3.60 18 3 Aspen C N

N

140 0.4 4.80 18 8 Aspen C N

N

141 0.3 3.60 16 6 Aspen C N

N

142 0.25 3.00 14 6 Aspen C N

N

143 0.15 1.80 6 3 Hawthorn U N

N

144 0.15 1.80 10 3 Maple C N

N

145 0.3 3.60 16 10 Maple B N

N

146 0.2 2.40 14 8 Maple C N

N

147 0.3 3.60 14 8 Maple C N

N

148 0.29 3.48 10 6 Maple U N

N

149

0.3 n/a 18 10

Unknown

dead/ dying n/a n/a

150 0.3 3.60 16 10 Maple U N

N

151 0.15 1.80 16 3 Aspen C N

N

152 0.15 1.80 12 4 Aspen C N

N

153 0.2 2.40 16 6 Aspen C N

N

154 0.15 1.80 16 6 Aspen C N

N

155 0.15 1.80 14 6 Aspen C N

N

156 0.15 1.80 12 6 Aspen C N

N

157 0.2 2.40 8 4 Aspen C N

N

158 0.15 1.80 8 6 Oak C N

N

159

n/a n/a n/a n/a

 no longer present on site

n/a n/a n/a

160 Ash C N

N

161 Ash C N

N

162 Ash C N

N

163 0.80 9.60 25 14 Oak A N Y

164 Line x 3 Cypress C N

N

165 0.15 1.80 Cypress C/B N

N

166 Line x 3 Cypress C/B N

N

167 Line x 5 Birch C N

N

169 Line  not identified C N

N

Existing trees Retained trees

Total no Category A 6 6

Total no Category B 9 7

Total no Category C 125 50

Total no Category U 11 8
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TREE PROTECTION MEASURES
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TREE TRUNKØ 

(metres)

RPA HEIGHT 

(metres)

SPREAD

Ø 

(metres)

SPECIES Category Veteran/ 

Ancient

To be 

retained

1 0.16 1.92 6 3 Ash C  N

N

2 0.14 1.68 6 4 Juneberry C N

N

3 0.54 6.48 8 8 Cherry C  N

N

4 0.25 3.00 6 6 Apple C N

N

5 0.1 1.20 6 3 Oak C  N

N

6 0.2 2.40 8 8 Ash C N

N

7 0.1 1.20 6 3 Willow C  N

N

8 0.64 7.68 18 14 Oak B N

N

9 0.25 3.00 12 6 Ash B N Y

10 1.02 12.24 18 16 Oak A N Y

11

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Birch- no longer present on site

n/a n/a n/a

12

n/a n/a n/a n/a

Birch- no longer present on site

n/a n/a n/a

13 0.38 4.56 16 12 Birch C N

N

14 0.2 2.40 8 8 Ash C N

N

15 0.15 1.80 8 3 Wild Plum C N

N

16 0.3 3.60 18 12 Ash B N

Y

17 0.7 8.40 18 16 Oak A N Y

18 0.43 5.16 18 16 Oak B N

Y

19 0.1 1.20 10 3 Oak C N

Y

20 0.2 2.40 12 4 Hawthorn U N

Y

21 0.1 1.20 12 3 Ash C N

Y

22 0.15 1.80 10 8 Cherry C N

Y

23 0.2 2.40 16 8 Ash C N

Y

24 0.2 2.40 16 6 Ash C N

Y

25 0.1 1.20 12 3 Ash C N

Y

26 0.4 4.80 16 12 Oak B N

Y

27 0.1 1.20 6 4 Holly C N

N

28 0.15 1.80 10 6 Sycamore C N

N

29 0.1 1.20 6 6 Ash C N

N

30 0.17 2.04 8 6 Ash C N

N

31 0.1 1.20 8 3 Ash C N

N

32 0.1 1.20 6 2 Holly C N

N

33 0.1 1.20 12 3 Ash C N

N

34 0.15 1.80 12 6 Ash C N

N

35 0.2 2.40 14 6 Ash C N

N

36 0.16 1.92 14 6 Ash C N

N

37 0.21 2.52 14 6 Ash C N

N

38 0.28 3.36 10 8 Hawthorn C N Y

39 0.3 3.60 14 8 Bay Laurel C N

N

40 0.1 1.20 8 3 Hawthorn C N

N

41 0.2 2.40 10 8 Hawthorn C N

N

42 0.1 1.20 6 3 Hawthorn C N

N

43 0.44 5.28 12 8 Wild Apple C N

N

44 0.1 1.20 8 4 Ash C N

N

45 0.2 2.40 6 4 Oak C N

N

46 0.3 3.60 10 8 Wild Apple C N

N

47 0.19 2.28 12 8 Ash C N

N

48 0.22 2.64 6 3 Ash C N

N

49 0.3 3.60 16 12 Ash C N

N

50 0.14 1.68 12 6 Ash C N

N

51 0.3 3.60 18 10 Sycamore C N Y

52 0.1 1.20 8 4 Beech C N Y

53 0.1 1.20 8 6 Hawthorn C N Y

54 0.19 2.28 16 8 Ash C N Y

55 0.19 2.28 16 6 Ash C N Y


