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Executive Summary

The Census provides the most complete snapshot of the extent of economic activity by
age and gender.

Overall London has higher economic activity rates for both males and females than
England and Wales

This is a reflection of the young age-structure of London as individual age-group rates
tend to be lower in London for both genders.

Economic activity rates are particularly low in London at ages 16-17 and 18-19 due to
London’s large student population.

Male rates are higher than female rates at nearly all ages, the only exception being
persons aged 16-17.

The greatest gender differentials tend to be in the 25-44 year olds.

Overall economic activity rates are highest in Outer London and this is so for nearly all
age-groups for both genders. The exceptions are for age groups over official retirement
age, where the rates are highest in Central London.

Overall, for males, economic activity was highest in the City of London (81.0%) and
lowest in Hackney (68.2%). It is worth noting that for the City of London the numbers
the rates are based on are very small.

For females the highest overall rate was 67.9% in Wandsworth while the lowest was
48.9% in Tower Hamlets.

For both males and females, the lowest rates for people in the working ages (16-59 for
women, 16-64 for men) occurred in Inner London — Kensington and Chelsea, Newham
and Tower Hamlets.

The highest rates tended to be in the Outer boroughs, for example Havering, Kingston
upon Thames, Richmond upon Thames and Sutton, although some of the highest rates
by age for females occur in the City of London.

These rates will be used as the base for future GLA projections of the resident labour
force.

Work is going ahead to investigate the feasibility of extending these projections to
ethnic groups.
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Introduction

Economic activity rates at borough level based upon the 2001 Census are the starting
points for the projection of the resident labour force. They will be combined with the
results of GLA demographic projections linked to the recent London Housing Capacity
Study (GLA, 2005) and the forthcoming ONS projection of the UK labour force. The
projections will then be used in the revisions to the London Plan.

This Briefing presents the initial extraction of the 2007 Census economic activity rates
by age and gender for the London boroughs. As well as showing a national comparison
the Briefing discusses differences amongst the boroughs and between the genders.
While data are presented and discussed for the City of London, care should be taken
when assessing these figures, as the numbers the rates are based on are very small.

This is part of a wider piece of demographic work on economic activity projections for
London and the boroughs, for all persons and, eventually, by ethnicity. Results and
associated Briefings will follow later in the year.

Economic activity is a term used to describe those active in the labour force and covers
both those in work and those unemployed, who are actively looking for work. More
specifically, the definition from the 2001 Census says:

Economically Active: all people who were working in the week before the
Census are described as economically active. In addition, the category includes
people who were not working but were looking for work and were available to
start work within 2 weeks. Full-time students who are economically active are
included but are identified separately in the classification. The economic
activity questions are only asked of people aged 16-74.

This definition is consistent with that recommended by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO). The rates are usually expressed as percentages.

Economic activity rate = economically active persons, age, gender x 100
total population, age, gender

Data used in this Briefing have been extracted from the 2001 Census Standard Table
028. Data are available in five-year age bands from 20-24 up to 70-74 year olds, and
16-19 by single year of age. For practical purposes, the 16-19 year olds have been
amalgamated into two groups: 16-17 year and 18-19 year olds.
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Greater London and National comparisons

Data from the 2001 Census shows that there were 3.58 million economically active
people in London aged 16 to 74; 1.93 million men and 1.65 million women. This relates
to economic activity rates of 75.0% and 60.5% for men and women respectively. This is
slightly higher than the national average for England and Wales, where the rates are
73.8% for men and 59.5% for women.

The highest economic activity rates, for both men and women, are for people aged 25
to 54. In this age range in London all male rates at five-year age bands exceed 83% and
all female rates exceed 69%. This is to be expected, as these are the main working ages,
with the rates for people under 20, and 60 and over, being significantly lower. In all of
the 13 age groups, apart from the 16-17 year olds, the male rates are higher than the
female rates. The largest differences occur at 30-39 and 60-64, reflecting that women
are most likely to be looking after children in their thirties and that the retirement age
for women is currently 60. The highest economic activity rate in London for men is
89.9% in the 30-34 year old group, while for women it is in 25-29 year old group,
76.1%.

This pattern is also reflected in the rates for England and Wales. Although the overall
economic activity rates for London are greater than in England and Wales, in most age
groups the rates are actually higher in England and Wales. London’s younger overall age
structure means that a higher proportion of its working age population is within ages of
the highest economic activity rates, therefore its overall economic activity rates
(reflecting 16-74 year olds together) are higher than for England and Wales. The
differences at most ages are small, however, with only the 16-17 and 18-19 year olds
showing significantly higher rates in England and Wales, in the region of 10 percentage
points. The difference in the rates is partly explained by London’s greater proportion of
the 16-19 age group who are students (both at school and university). On the whole,
students are less likely to be economically active than the rest of the population.

The following table and chart show the economic activity rates for all ages by gender,
comparing London and England and Wales.
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Per cent

Table 1: Economic Activity Rates by Age, London and England and Wales, %

Greater London

England and Wales

Difference (Lon - E&W)

Difference Difference
Age Male  Female (M-F) Male  Female (M-F) Male Female
16-74 75.0 60.5 145 73.8 59.5 143 1.2 1.0
16-17 323 333 -1.0 44.6 45.2 -0.6 -12.3 -11.9
18-19 57.6 54.4 33 69.1 63.1 59 -11.4 -8.8
20-24 74.1 66.6 7.5 78.0 67.9 10.1 -39 -1.3
25-29 89.2 76.1 13.1 90.3 75.1 15.3 -1.1 1.1
30-34 89.9 70.3 19.6 91.4 72.2 19.1 -1.5 -1.9
35-39 89.4 69.2 20.1 91.1 73.7 17.4 -1.7 -4.4
40-44 87.9 71.1 16.8 90.2 76.6 135 -2.2 -5.5
45-49 86.2 72.6 13.6 88.5 77.0 11.5 -2.3 -4.4
50-54 83.2 69.1 14.2 84.7 71.3 13.4 -1.4 -2.2
55-59 74.8 57.9 16.9 747 57.0 17.7 0.1 0.9
60-64 54.4 29.0 25.5 51.4 25.8 25.6 3.1 3.2
65-69 19.0 10.9 8.1 15.0 8.6 6.4 4.0 23
70-74 9.9 5.4 45 7.5 3.8 3.6 2.5 1.6

Chart 1: Economic Activity Rates by Age - London and England and Wales
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Source: Calculations from 2001 Census Standard Table 028
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Borough Group Comparisons

Outer London has the highest economic activity rate of the borough groupings (for
details of the borough groups, see Appendix A), with 76.3% for men and 61.1% for
women. This is driven by particular boroughs (see later section). In all age groups up to
54-59, with the exception of 25-29 year old women, the rates in Outer London are
highest. For the older ages, it is the Central borough group where the rates are highest,
reflecting high rates in all four of the constituent boroughs (City of London, Camden,
Kensington and Chelsea, and City of Westminster). The higher rates in the over 60s may
reflect two factors: firstly the necessity of people to work longer due to poor pension
provision and poverty, and secondly people in highly paid jobs choosing to work longer.
All four of the constituent boroughs have high polarity in poverty levels: it is likely that
both these factors contribute to the high economic activity rates seen here. For both
men and women the rates in the 65-69 and 70-74 age groups in the Central borough
group are around double the rates in the other borough groups.

Given that the highest rates occur in Outer London, the lowest rates are broadly split
between the Central and Rest of Inner boroughs. Males and females aged 16-24 have
significantly lower economic activity rates in the Central boroughs, reflecting the high
student populations in these boroughs. For the population aged 30-59, the difference
between the borough groupings is not so great, and so it is likely that the lower overall
economic activity rates in Inner London are partly driven by the ‘student issue” in the
Central boroughs.

The table below compares the rates by age and gender for the borough groupings.

Table 2: Economic Activity Rates by Age, Borough Groups, %

Central Boroughs Rest of Inner Boroughs Inner London Outer London
Difference Difference Difference Difference
Age Male Female (M-F) Male Female (M-F) Male Female (M-F) Male Female M-P)

16-74 731 585 145 731 59.8 13.3 73.1 595 13.6 763 61.1 15.1

16-17 201 207 -06 285 272 1.3 272 26.2 1.0 351 373 -2.2
18-19  36.7 36.0 0.6 526 492 35 454 466 28 626 595 3.1
20-24 584 564 2.1 707 63.6 7.0 683 621 6.2 787 705 8.2
25-29 866 757 109 88.0 763 11.7 877 76.2 115 90.7 76.1 14.6
30-34 880 69.7 183 877 70.1 175 877 70.0 17.7 917 705 21.1
35-39 863 662 20.1 86.0 67.1 189 86.1 66.9 192 917 708 20.9
40-44 841 6438 192 835 670 16,5 83.6 66.6 170 906 738 16.8
45-49 813 654 159 808 67.1 13.7 809 66.7 142 891 758 133

50-54 798 63.0 16.8 773 638 13.6 779 63.6 144 859 718 141
55-59 748 56.5 183 676 535 141 694 542 152 773 597 17.6
60-64 582 352 23.0 487 256 232 508 277 231 563 296 26.7
65-69 313 185 12.8 16.1 9.8 6.3 193 117 76 189 105 83
70-74 200 11.7 84 88 53 35 113 6.7 46 9.2 48 4.4

Source: Calculations from 2001 Census Standard Table 028
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Chart 2: Economic Activity Rates by Age — Borough Groups
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As with London as a whole, in the borough groupings the male economic activity rates
are higher than the female in all ages except 16-17 in Central and Outer boroughs. The
scale of the differences at each age are similar between the borough groups. Taking the
16-74 ages as a whole, the difference is greatest in Outer London and least in the Rest
of Inner boroughs — 15.1 and 13.3 percentage points respectively. Similar to London as
a whole, the greatest differences between the genders occur in the 30-39 and 60-64
year olds, although there are also relatively large differences in the Central boroughs in
the 40-59 year olds. This could suggest that a greater proportion of women in these
areas are either looking after a family or choosing to either remain at home or be mature
students. Lower economic activity of females in these ages may be indicative of a lack
of the necessity to work possibly due to existing high household income in some of the
wealthiest parts of the UK, rather than difficulty in entering the labour market.

Looking at the rates at a borough level gives further insight into the factors affecting
high or low economic activity rates and gender and age differences.
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London Borough Economic Activity Rates

Tables 3-5 show the borough economic activity rates for men and women by age as well
as the percentage point difference between the genders.

The range in the 16-74 overall economic activity rates for men is 12.8 percentage
points; from less than 70% in Hackney, Newham and Tower Hamlets, to over 80% in
Sutton, Richmond upon Thames and the City of London. For women, the range is
greater, at 19.0 percentage points; ranging from around 49% in Tower Hamlets and
Newham to over 67% in the City of London and Wandsworth.

As a national comparator; more recent data from the ONS Labour Force Survey 2003-04
show that Newham has the lowest total economic activity rate of all local authorities
within Great Britain. This figure, however, is not entirely consistent with the data
presented in this Briefing as it refers to working age (16-59 for women, 16-64 for men)
rather than 16-74 as in the Census.

As with the national and London pattern, the rates for the under 20’s tend to be lower
than at other pre-retirement ages. In a number of boroughs the rates for the 16-19 year
olds are significantly higher than the London average and more on a par with England
and Wales. This is seen in Barking and Dagenham, Bexley, Bromley, Croydon, Havering,
Hillingdon, Kingston upon Thames and Sutton for one gender or for both men and
women. Boroughs where the rates for under 20’s are lowest for both males and females
are Camden, Kensington and Chelsea and City of Westminster which is consistent with
the lower rates in the Central boroughs. The City of London has the lowest rates for the
16-19 females, while for males the rates are close to the London average. Other
boroughs showing low rates for 16-19 year olds are Brent, Ealing, Hackney,
Hammersmith and Fulham, and Haringey. The relative presence of resident students in a
borough is a key variable in the comparisons at 16-19.

In the main economically active age groups, 25-49, the range between the highest and
the lowest rates is far greater for women than for men. For the men, the rates tend to
range between about 80% and 90%, with a number of boroughs in Outer London
(Brent, Bromley, Harrow, Havering, Hillingdon, Kingston upon Thames, Merton,
Redbridge, Richmond upon Thames and Sutton) where the rates in all these age groups
are over 90%. The lowest rates for men are seen in Hackney, Newham and Tower
Hamlets, with the rates for the 40-49 year olds in Tower Hamlets being around 5
percentage points lower than the next lowest rates.

For the women, the difference between the highest and lowest rates are nearly 3 times
larger than for the males; between 24.9 and 33.4 percentage points in range. Similar to
the male pattern, the highest rates are seen in Outer London boroughs (Bexley,
Croydon, Harrow, Hillingdon, Hounslow, Merton and Sutton) with the exception of the
City of London where the rates for 25-39 year olds are in fact highest. As already
discussed, the rates for the City of London should be treated with a degree of caution.
The lowest rates are seen in Newham and Tower Hamlets where the difference between
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Table 3: Economic Activity Rates by Age, Borough, Male, %

16-74 16-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34

35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74

Barking and Dagenham ~ 72.9 428 759 829 890 883 876 855 828 802 705 481 112000
Barnet 764 266 510 714 893 905 920 91.0 897 873 803 625 305 177
Bexley 778EX3 788 910 945 945 940 933 916 881 796 544 133 65
Brent 726 234 528 724 875 880 882 875 849 812 727 542 196 103
Bromley 775 400 709 882 935 939 942 931 915 875 797 568 187 82
Camden 711 212 380 590 863 870 834 813 772 750 713 549 276 159
City of London B 360 5601 728 865 906 903 929 875 886 EAERIER 198
Croydon 775 352 682 852 917 923 915 912 897 871 792 571 186 84
Ealing 751 259 510 756 895 908 898 890 874 8.9 721 520 178 83
Enfield 740 311 585 750 878 892 906 89.6 883 848 756 563 188 89
Greenwich 736 389 651 766 876 886 877 863 831 803 718 519 144 7.1
Hackney 242 464 642 835 844 87 809 774 737 580 436 134 85
Hammersmith and Fulhar  75.3 255 482 694 898 90.1 862 841 813 795 705 528 206 13.0
Haringey 723 268 515 689 866 867 856 837 814 785 713 523 172 93
Harrow 761 276 549 764 910 923 928 919 906 884 802 598 222 120
Havering 763 483 EENEIRA 940 943 937 925 912 871 780 547 141 57
Hillingdon 776 437 681 798 915 929 936 917 913 873 797 593 187 8.1
Hounslow 76.7 357 607 779 918 920 913 889 873 852 753 563 174 94
Islington 719 288 513 681 876 863 843 808 777 732 648 510 182 109
Kensington and Chelsea ~ 74.9[NZEIEEEINElTN 876 898 889 866 852 818 772 602 33023
Kingston upon Thames ~ 78.9 40.1 558 70.6 919 946N EFIEEE] 883 809 602 222 103
Lambeth 763 336 550 737 904 887 872 851 8.7 787 704 515 170 96
Lewisham 755 334 604 766 880 871 890 882 858 805 717 545 159 63
Merton 788 343 592 793 916 929 938 912 902 877 781 589 195 95
Newham 68.5 262 525 7260 CEENTEl 828 806 777 731 615 410000 57
Redbridge 747 299 546 746 909 912 91.0 903 89.0 849 775 547 190 97
Richmond upon Thames  80.5 295 555 770 939[EEXd 944 939 922 893 803 608 255 13.8
Southwark 720 280 503 619 852 876 864 849 819 785 696 503 168 88
Sutton 803 472 754 8o6[JEEd 946 934 927 920 802 61.1 187 90
Tower Hamlets 69.1 295 559 716 878 858 112 64
Waltham Forest 743 330 623 757 885 895 891 873 847 817 721 517 155 67
Wandsworth 792 279 511 771 922 926 904 866 860 828 750 542 197 103
Westminster 732 214 370 589 862 875 868 842 81.6 819 753 592 332 219
Central Boroughs 731 201 367 584 866 880 863 841 813 798 748 582 313 200
Rest of Inner Boroughs ~ 73.1 285 526 707 880 877 860 835 808 773 676 487 161 88
Inner London 731 272 494 683 877 877 861 836 809 779 694 508 193 113
Outer London 763 351 626 787 907 917 917 906 891 859 773 563 189 92
Greater London 750 323 576 741 892 899 894 879 862 832 748 544 190 9.9
England and Wales 738 446 69.1 780 903 91.4 91.1 90.2 885 847 747 514 150 75

Maximum

89.3 86.7

65.1

Minimum

71.0 57.5

33.3

2001 Census Economic Activity Rates

Source: Calculations from 2001 Census Standard Table 028
The rate for 16-17 year olds in the City should be treated with caution as it is based on an economically active population of less than 10
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Table 4: Economic Activity Rates by Age, Borough, Female, %

16-74 16-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74
Barking and Dagenham 540 413 643 665 616 614 649 676 687 647 524 256
Barnet 60.0 262 488 668 763 691 685 71.1 735 709 61.1 341 156 8.3
Bexley 618 490 741 788 781 714 719 766 802 751 615 278 77 32
Brent 588 243 457 655 745 698 690 709 704 662 549 273 97 56
Bromley 620 454 703 787 799 724 713 768 794 747 622 309 101 44
Camden 59.0 219 356 547 746 703 671 664 650 665 592Q YAy 181 99
City of London 67.5| 908 PEl] 573NN 754 77.0 763 648 36.3 R 0y B R
Croydon 633 432 643 743 755 716 731 768 782 738 623 301 11.1 5.0
Ealing 619 292 505 712 783 716 705 711 737 688 567 287 112 52
Enfield 585 313 550 652 720 681 698 725 736 693 567 289 104 47
Greenwich 584 397 583 640 696 673 686 716 708 69.1 580 276 86 3.1
Hackney 56.0 216 457 582 701 673 659 642 621 569 492 211 85 47
Hammersmith and Fulhar 64.0 248 464 694 833 724 683 677 700 678 589 298 120 59
Haringey 59.2 239 459 628 749 698 66.1 676 688 660 548 256 105 63
Harrow 613 317 539 724 771 705 722 761 785 723 607 304 110 56
Havering 594 QPR E R WS 772 689 709 761 779 724 587 269 78 32
Hillingdon 624 442 654 699 763 717 740 768 790 739 613 301 105 44
Hounslow 626 364 573 699 768 726 715 737 748 714 589 295 104 44
Islington 59.3 269 456 592 769 700 674 672 659 640 535 273 107 54
Kensington and Chelsea 57.1 164 335 571 760 684 628 609 652 608 550 348 185 125
Kingston upon Thames 646 423 579 674 818 742 709 763 790 762wy 323 118 55
Lambeth 657 316 511 723 838 753 710 712 712 678 569 271 103 6.2
Lewisham 628 358 59.0 655 769 725 715 744 757 713 582 281 90 49
Merton 648 393 610 71.8 820 745 728 749 773 736 616 31.0 118 47
Newham 49.3 251 504 563 =il SvalSlge) 586 583 533 442 201 70 35
Redbridge 579 322 523 665 721 672 683 714 737 693 557 267 105 45
Richmond upon Thames 65.7 349 529 736 845 771 711 726 788QW(¥) 646 363 149 75
Southwark 599 299 475 589 739 720 695 703 709 671 550 250 96 53
Sutton 655 462 728 796 813 73.8 749@LEEEIMN 762 650 324 119 50
Tower Hamlets 246 489[05EN] 646 591 566, ol A VECREEEREEEL 72 46
Waltham Forest 60.1 341 596 691 731 681 694 707 706 672 563 276 83 5.1
Wandsworth 279 481 756 868 779 711 695 727 695 592 313 128 6.2
Westminster 589 230 388 576 762 697 680 665 655 61.1 552 340 188 124
Central Boroughs 585 207 360 564 757 697 662 648 654 630 565 352 185 117
Rest of Inner Boroughs 598 272 492 636 763 701 671 670 671 638 535 256 98 53
Inner London 595 262 466 621 762 700 669 666 667 636 542 277 117 67
Outer London 611 373 595 705 761 705 708 738 758 71.8 597 296 105 4.8
Greater London 60.5 333 544 666 76.1 703 69.2 711 726 69.1 579 290 109 54
England and Wales 595 45.2 63.1 679 751 722 737 766 770 713 570 258 86 338

81.4 78.8 81.1
47.6

56.5 52.1

76.4 66.2 37.0 20.1

459 39.1 17.7

16.9

64 23

2001 Census Economic Activity Rates

Source: Calculations from 2001 Census Standard Table 028
The rate for 16-17 year olds in the City should be treated with caution as it is based on an economically active population of less than 10
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Table 5: Difference in Economic Activity, (Male — Female), percentage points

16-74 16-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74
Barking and Dagenham 189 15 116 164 gLy 265 227 179 141 155 181 224 48 23

Barnet 163 04 22 46 130 214 235 200 162 164 193 284 148 95
Bexley 161 -04 47 122 164 232 221 167 115 130 181 266 57 33
Brent 138 -08 72 69 130 182 192 165 145 150 177 270 99 47
Bromley 155 -54 06 95 135 215 229 163 121 128 175 258 87 38
Camden 121 07 24 43 117 168 163 149 122 [EEN 121 179 95 60
City of London 13.6 [REXEXAN 155 SRR 175 105 123 219 288 [EEEY 29
Croydon 142 | 00 39 109 162 207 184 144 115 133 170 270 75 34
Ealing 131 34 05 44 113 192 193 178 136 140 154 233 65 3.1
Enfield 155 -02 35 98 158 211 208 170 147 155 189 274 84 4]
Greenwich 152 -07 68 126 179 213 191 147 123 112 138 242 58 39
Hackney 123 26 07 60 134 171 168 167 153 169 LN 226 48 38
Hammersmith and Fulhar 113 07 19 00 65 176 179 164 113 117 116 230 86 72
Haringey 131 28 56 60 117 169 195 161 126 125 165 267 68 30
Harrow 148 -41 09 40 139 218 206 158 121 161 195 [EEE 112 63
Havering 169 -09 38 103 168 254 228 164 134 147 193 279 63 25
Hillingdon 152 -05 27 99 153 212 196 150 123 134 183 292 82 36
Hounslow 141 -07 34 80 149 194 197 152 124 137 164 269 70 50
Islington 126 19 57 89 107 163 169 136 119 93 114 237 75 55
Kensington and Chelsea  17.8 -0.1 -0.2 11.6 214 261 =R 200 210 [E2%Y 254 144 AN
Kingston upon Thames 143 -2.2 32 101 204 235 180 139 121 147 279 104 47
Lambeth LA 20 39 14 66 134 162 139 115 110 135 244 68 34
Lewisham 127 24 13 110 111 147 176 138 [N 92 134 264 69 [0
Merton 140 50 -19 74 97 184 209 163 129 140 165 278 77 47
Newham 192 11 22 164 244 |BZFREEEY 221 194 198 173 209 RN 22
Redbridge 168 -24 23 81 188 240 227 190 153 156 218 280 85 52
Richmond upon Thames 14.8 -54 26 34 94 180 232 212 134 129 157 245 106 63
Southwark 121 -19 28 31 112 156 169 146 109 114 146 253 72 35
Sutton 148 10 27 100 134 208 185 139 109 131 152 287 68 40
Tower Hamlets R 49 70 REEN 232 267 260 242 |ZEREEY 184 [EE 40 19
Waltham Forest 142 -11 28 65 154 214 198 166 141 145 158 241 72 16
Wandsworth 113 00 30 15 54 147 193 171 133 133 159 229 68 4]
Westminster 143 -16 -18 12 100 179 188 177 161 207 201 252 144 95
Central Boroughs 145 -06 06 21 109 183 201 192 159 168 183 230 128 84
Rest of Inner Boroughs 133 1.3 35 71 117 175 189 165 137 136 141 232 63 35
Inner London 136 10 28 62 115 177 192 170 142 144 152 231 76 46
Outer London 151 22 31 82 146 211 209 168 133 141 176 267 83 44
Greater London 145 -10 33 75 131 196 201 168 136 142 169 255 8.1 45
England and Wales 143 -06 59 101 153 191 174 [EE] 115 134 177 256 64 36

20.2 19.6 27.1 179 274 27.2 263 257 243 250 222 295 153

107 -80 -21 -10 -09 64 88 135 102 85 88 156 3.9

Source: Calculations from 2001 Census Standard Table 028
The rate for 16-17 year olds in the City should be treated with caution as it is based on an economically active population of less than 10
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the male and female rates is among the greatest. Investigations into activity rates by
ethnic group may lead to partial explanations of these differentials due to the well-
known lower economic activity of Bangladeshi and Pakistani women.

The rates naturally start to decrease after age 50 as people move towards retirement
and, possibly, health becomes an issue. However, this is more evident for the females
where the proportional decrease between the 45-49 year olds and 50-54 year olds is
greater. For both males and females, the lowest rates in 50 to retirement age (65 for
males, 60 for females) are seen in Tower Hamlets with the highest being found in the
City of London, Kingston upon Thames, Richmond upon Thames and Sutton.

Economic activity rates among those of retirement age are the lowest of all ages. For
males, 65 and over, the highest rates (around 30% for 65-69 and 20% for 70-74) are
seen in Barnet, Camden, City of London, Kensington and Chelsea and City of
Westminster. The lowest rates (around 10% and 5% respectively) are seen in Barking
and Dagenham, Newham and Tower Hamlets.

For women, where the retirement age is lower, the rates for the 60-64 year olds are
significantly lower than for men. That said, the rates range from 17.7% in Tower
Hamlets to 37.0% in Camden. In fact, in all but three boroughs (Tower Hamlets,
Newham and Hackney) the rates are 25% or greater. This suggests that a very
significant proportion of women work past retirement age, at least up until age 64.

For the 65-69 and 70-74 year old women, the lowest rates are seen in Barking and
Dagenham at 6.4% and 2.3% respectively, whilst the highest rates are in the City of
London at 20.1% and 16.9%. After the City, the highest rates are found in Kensington
and Chelsea and City of Westminster, where the rates are virtually identical at around
19% and 12%. Other low rates are seen in Bexley, Havering, Newham and Tower
Hamlets.

The maps on the following pages show the economic activity rates of all persons 16 to
74 by borough.
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Factors associated with Economic Activity

Whilst this Briefing has focussed on issues of gender, age and area of residence as key
factors associated with the level of economic activity, a number of other pieces of
research have also identified the following factors as relevant:

« Ethnicity

« Religion

« Country of birth

« Family status (especially women)
« Qualification level

« Health/disability

« Poverty/poor pension provision
« Student status

This list is not exhaustive and it is difficult to pick any one factor to explain high or low
activity rates, however it gives an indication of the types of issues affecting labour
market outcomes. Other DMAG Briefings that cover these topics in more detail include
DMACG Briefing 2003/12 — Women in the Labour Market and DMAG Briefing 2005/1 -
Country of Birth and Labour Market Outcomes.

Future Work

The economic activity rates, from the 2001 Census, will form the basis of two additional
projects. These will be to project economic activity rates by age and gender, firstly for
borough populations and subsequently by 10 ethnic categories.

The ONS will be producing national labour force projections later in 2005. These will
forecast changes in age and gender specific economic activity rates and apply them to
the projected national population The annual rates of change of age-specific rates since
2001 will be applied to the 2001 Census rates at a borough level, to produce a borough
level activity rate projection. This will then be applied to the GLA population projections
to produce borough level projections of the resident labour force.

The feasibility of preparing ethnic labour force projections is currently under
investigation using data from both the 1991 and 2001 Censuses. Whether projections
will be prepared at borough level, sub-regions or for London as a whole will be
determined by the study. However, at whatever geographic level, ethnic labour force
projections will be produced in much the same way as the overall borough projections
using the GLA ethnic population projections. One key difference is that the results will
need to be constrained to the results of the overall labour force projections, at any
geographic level.
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Appendix A
Borough Groups

Central Boroughs
Camden

City of London
Kensington and Chelsea
Westminster, City of

Rest of Inner Boroughs
Hackney

Hammersmith and Fulham
Haringey

Islington

Lambeth

Lewisham

Newham

Southwark

Tower Hamlets
Wandsworth

Inner Boroughs
Central Boroughs
Rest of Inner Boroughs

Outer Boroughs
Barking and Dagenham
Barnet

Bexley

Brent

Bromley

Croydon

Ealing

Enfield

Greenwich

Harrow

Havering

Hillingdon

Hounslow

Kingston upon Thames
Merton

Redbridge

Richmond upon Thames
Sutton

Waltham Forest
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Regular Briefings from the GLA Data Management and Analysis Group

Recent DMAG Briefings:
DMAG 2005/1 County of Birth and Labour Market Outcomes Lorna Spence
DMAG 2005/2 2001 Census: London Country of Birth Profiles Giorgio Finella
DMAG 2005/3 2001 Census: Economic Activity in London Giorgio Finella
DMAG 2005/4 2001 Census Profiles: Pakistanis in London Gareth Piggott
DMAG 2005/5 Indices of Deprivation 2004: Ward analysis Lovedeep Vaid
DMAG 2005/6 London — The World in a City Marian Mackintosh
DMAG 2005/7 Claimant Count Model: Technical Note Lorna Spence/
Georgia Hay
DMAG 2005/8 London Pupil Dataset David Ewens
DMAG 2005/9 Borough Fertility Rates 2000-02 John Hollis/
Georgia Hay
DMAG 2005/10 Borough Life Tables 2000-02 John Hollis/
Georgia Hay
DMAG 2005/11 Demography Team Workplan 2005-06 John Hollis
DMAG 2005/12 Ethnic Diversity Indices Baljit Bains
DMAG 2005/13 London Borough and Sub-Regional Demographic Profiles (2003) Georgia Hay
DMAG 2005/14 Guide to accessing the LHS at the ESRC Data Archive Lovedeep Vaid
DMAG 2005/15 GLA Ward Population Projection Manual Georgia Hay
DMAG 2005/16 Income Poverty in London: 2003/04 Lovedeep Vaid
DMAG 2005/17 Focus on London's Demography John Hollis
DMAG 2005/18 Census Information Note 2005-1 Eileen Howes
DMAG 2005/19 2001 Census: London Country of Birth Profiles — The Arab League Giorgio Finella
DMAG 2005/20 Benefits 1: Income Support Lovedeep Vaid
DMAG 2005/21 Transgenerational Ethnicity John Hollis/
Baljit Bains
DMAG 2005/22 Work Rich and Work Poor Households Lorna Spence

A full list of the 2004 DMAG Briefings is available to internal customers through the GLA Intranet; otherwise please
contact Jackie Maguire who can also provide a CD containing PDF versions of the Briefings or hard copies,
jackie.maguire@london.gov.uk.



Contact details for the Data Management and Analysis Group are as follows:

Rob Lewis (020 7983 4652) is Head of the Data Management and Analysis Group. rob.lewis@london.gov.uk

Bill Armstrong (020 7983 4653) works in the Census Team with particular responsibilities for commissioned
tables, workplace data and mapping. bill.armstrong@london.gov.uk

Baljit Bains (020 7983 4613) works in the Demography Team and is responsible for ethnic demography, including
ethnic group projections. baljit.bains@london.gov.uk

Gareth Baker (020 7983 4965) works on GIS issues. gareth.baker@Ilondon.gov.uk

Shen Cheng (020 7983 4889) works on Education data and is responsible for school roll projections.
shen.cheng@london.gov.uk (maternity leave until early 2006)

David Ewens (020 7983 4656) is responsible for Education research and data analysis.
david.ewens@london.gov.uk

Giorgio Finella (020 7983 4328) works in the Census Team. giorgio.finella@london.gov.uk

Dennis Grenham (020 7983 4532) works mostly on statistical compendia, election statistics and special
publications. dennis.grenham@Ilondon.gov.uk

Georgia Hay (020 7983 4347) works in the Demography Team and is responsible for ward level projections, the
Demography Extranet and borough liaison. georgia.hay@london.gov.uk

John Hollis (020 7983 4604) is responsible for the work of the Demography Team and the Social Exclusion Team,
and particularly for demographic modelling. john.hollis@london.gov.uk

Eileen Howes (020 7983 4657) is responsible for the work of the Census Team and the SASPAC project.
eileen.howes@Ilondon.gov.uk

Ed Klodawski (020 7983 4694) works in the Demography Team. His post is joint with the London Health
Observatory and specialises in ethnic and health issues. edmund.klodawski@london.gov.uk

Rachel Leeser (020 7983 4699) works in the Social Exclusion Team with particular responsibilities for indicators
and income data. rachel.leeser@london.gov.uk (maternity leave until late 2005)

Alan Lewis (020 7983 4348) works on the SASPAC project. alan.lewis@london.gov.uk

Jackie Maguire (020 7983 4655) is responsible to the Group Head and co-ordinates the administrative and
financial work of the Group. jackie.maguire@london.gov.uk

Michael Minors (020 7983 4654) is responsible for the work of the General Statistics, Education, and GIS team.
michael.minors@Ilondon.gov.uk

Karen Osborne (020 7983 4889) works on Education data and is responsible for school roll projections.
Karen.Osborne@london.gov.uk (maternity cover until early 2006)

Gareth Piggott (020 7983 4327) works in the Census Team. gareth.piggott@london.gov.uk

Lorna Spence (020 7983 4658) is a member of the Social Exclusion Team, with particular responsibilities for the
Labour Force Survey and benefits data. lorna.spence@london.gov.uk

Lovedeep Vaid (020 7983 4699) works in the Social Exclusion Team with particular responsibilities for indicators
and income data. lovedeep.vaid@london.gov.uk (maternity cover until late 2005)

Please use the above descriptions in deciding whom to contact to assist you with your information needs.
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