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Census commissioned tables update 
 
Summary 
 

• There are around 900 commissioned tables so far. All of these have been 
supplied to users at CUG December 2005. 

 
• The Census Team is converting some of these tables into SASPAC files 

 
• The Census Team have improved the searchable spreadsheet for commissioned 

tables. 
 

• The key difference between the previous spreadsheet and this one is that we 
have introduced a list of keywords 

 
• The topic boxes search keywords, the table population and geography in the 

spreadsheet of commissioned tables 
 

• New columns include SCT table number, number of cells, list of keywords and 
whether a table has a London geography within it. 

 
• The number of cells gives users some idea of the size and complexity of a table 

before it is opened. The maximum number of cells in one table is 236,376. 
 
 
Introduction 
This Census Information Note has been produced to update users on the position with 
commissioned tables from the 2001 Census. It refers to tables that have been received 
so far from Office for National Statistics (ONS). There are a lot more tables to come and 
we are continuing to commission tables. The current wait for any tables commissioned 
now is around three months1. Users wishing to commission tables can do so via the 
Census Team at the GLA. 
 
We have received around 900 commissioned tables so far from ONS. All tables received 
to date were supplied to users at the December 2005 Census Users Group (CUG) 
meeting. The vast majority of tables are available in Excel format and some are available 
in SASPAC format. 
 
SASPAC files 
The Census Team are busily converting many of the most useful tables into SASPAC 
files. This is a time consuming process so we are selective over which tables to process 
at first. The SASPAC commissioned tables have a prefix of ‘SCT’. SCT table files have 
been distributed at previous Census Users Groups, but we will continue to make them 
available to users as they are created, normally on a CD at the CUG. These tables can be 
searched for just like any other table in SASPAC. See Figure 1 

                                                 
1 At the last CUG we reported the wait was 15 months but the ONS had made an error on the estimated 
date by one year. 
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Figure 1  Screen shot from SASPAC showing list of commissioned tables 

 
 
The tables most likely to be made into SASPAC files are ones with smaller geographies 
such as wards. So for instance tables that only show data at national level such as 
England and Wales, can easily be viewed in Excel and there is not usually a need for 
SASPAC to be used for these tables. 
 
Searchable spreadsheet 
The Census Team have improved the searchable spreadsheet for commissioned tables. 
Users can search for any of the 900 commissioned tables by typing text into any of the 
five topic boxes in the spreadsheet. The spreadsheet is on the CUG CD, but can also be 
obtained from the Census Team and forwarded by email (2.2MB), or alternatively is 
available on the Commissioned Tables page of the Census Extranet. 
 
The columns contained within this spreadsheet are: 

• ONS table number 
• SCT table number 
• Table title 
• Table population 
• Geography 
• Number of Cells 
• Does table contain geography in London 
• All Keywords 
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Furthermore, there is a separate workbook called ‘List of tables’, which provides the 
source for the ‘Find Table’ workbook. This contains some additional columns related to 
the SASPAC commissioned tables, which are: 

• Number of SASPAC pages 
• Framework file created 
• System file created 
• Framework file checked 
• System file checked 
• Comments 

 
These columns are there predominantly there to assist the Census Team, but users may 
sometimes find it useful to refer to this information. 
 
Table titles 
Until now, the only method of searching the spreadsheet of commissioned tables was 
using the ONS table title. Now, the topic boxes search keywords, table population and 
geography. 
 
Keywords 
The key difference between the previous spreadsheet and this one is that we have 
introduced a list of keywords.  
 
Many of the table titles are not useful to search on. For example, if the title was ‘Theme 
table on religion’, you could only find the table if you typed ‘Theme’ or ‘Religion’ in the 
topic box. However, the table may contain data on many other variables such as 
economic activity, family type, occupation, age etc. So these have now been taken as 
Keywords and added to the spreadsheet. 
 
This means that when the word that is searched for is typed into one for the topic 
boxes, this word is searched for in a list of keywords. The number of keywords entered 
into each table was unlimited. 
 
The keywords for each table are displayed in column H in the ‘Find Table’ workbook. 
This shows at a glance what topics are contained within a table before it is opened.  
 
Common keywords 
A list of commonly used keywords can be found on a separate Tab (workbook) in the 
same spreadsheet. This is useful for users to see how some words might appear in the 
spreadsheet. For example, the word ‘ethnicity’ does not appear anywhere in the 
keywords. Instead, users must use the term ‘ethnic group’.  
 
A good tip for users though is to only type in part of the word that you are interested 
in. For example, type ‘Ethn’ and this will still return all the tables related to ethnicity. 
Should there be any missing character or additional character then your table will not be 
found. So for instance with ‘Limiting long-term illness’, there is a dash between long 
and term. In cases like this it is better to type part of the phrase such as ‘illness’ since 
this is a unique word that does not appear in other keywords. 
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Figure 2  Screenshot from searchable commissioned tables spreadsheet 
directory 

 
 
 
Searchable geography 
Sometimes the geography of a table is the most important factor in searching. For 
example, if a user was looking for data for parliamentary constituencies in their 
borough, there is little point in searching through all the tables with the right topics if 
only one of them has the correct geography. Therefore the word typed into the topic 
box now also searches the geography column. Therefore a user could enter something 
like, ‘ward’ in the first and ‘ethnic group’ in the second topic box.  
 
A list of common geographies is also included in the same workbook as the list of 
common keywords. 
 
 
London geography 
A column has also been added to show whether a table contains a London geography or 
not. We find this useful as it is a quick way of telling whether a table may be relevant to 
London or not. 
 
Furthermore, it is possible to create another spreadsheet by sorting this column and 
deleting all the rows without a London geography. This would leave only the most 
relevant tables in terms of geography.  
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Table population 
There is also the capability to search the table populations within this spreadsheet. Any 
words typed into one of the five topic boxes will automatically search the table 
populations as well. This means that users could enter something like ‘ward’, ‘HRP’ and 
‘accommodation type’ and the table would return results using each of the three 
columns that the table searches. 
 
Number of cells 
The searchable spreadsheet also has some extra columns, which some users may find 
useful. For example, we have added in the number of cells that each table has in it. This 
gives users some idea of the size and complexity of a table before it is opened.  
 
The number of cells in a table ranges from one to 236,376! Also, 67 tables have over 
10,000 cells. In the majority of large tables the geographical level is usually high i.e. UK, 
GB or E&W. 
 
Number of SASPAC pages 
The spreadsheet also provides a means of logging the information on each of the tables 
that have been converted into SASPAC files. All tables with an SCT number will also 
show the number of pages that table comprises in SASPAC. There is also data on 
whether the framework files and system files have been created and checked. Finally, 
there is a column for any relevant comments. This is principally so we can record any 
unusual characteristics or useful information about the table. 
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Ward level SCT tables in SASPAC  
There have been 21 tables that have data at ward level since the last Census 
Information Note about commissioned tables in September 2004. Those tables are as 
follows: 
 
 
SASPAC table: SCT045 
ONS table: C0179 
Title: Household composition by Tenure and Occupancy rating 
Table population: All households 
Geographical level: England and Wales (E&W), Government Office Regions (GOR), Local 
Authorities and Wards of London, Former county Berkshire, Local Authorities and Wards 
of Reading and Slough 
Number of cells: 374 
 
SASPAC table: SCT046 
ONS table: C0186 
Title: Based on table S021 Economic Activity and Hours Worked by Sex and 
Limiting Long-Term illness 
Table population: Residents aged 16 to pension Age 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 261 
 
SASPAC table: SCT047 
ONS table: C0192 
Title: Based on Table S026 Sex and Economic Activity by General Health and 
Provision of Unpaid Care 
Table population: Residents aged 16 to RA in households 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 840 
 
SASPAC table: SCT048 
ONS table: C0193 
Title: Based On Table S031 Family Composition And Number Of Dependent 
Children By Sex And Economic Activity 
Table population: Parents aged 16 to RA with dependent children 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 162 
 
SASPAC table: SCT049 
ONS table: C0194 
Title: Based on table S043 Sex And NS-SeC by Economic Activity 
Table population: Residents aged 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 480 
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SASPAC table: SCT050 
ONS table: C0218 
Title: Based on table S047 NS-SeC by Tenure 
Table population: Residents in households aged 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 561 
 
SASPAC table: SCT051 
ONS table: C0219 
Title: Based on table S061 Tenure and Car or Van Availabity by Economic 
Activity 
Table population: Residents in households aged 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 300 
 
SASPAC table: SCT052 
ONS table: C0221 
Title: Based on table S112 Sex and NS-SeC by Ethnic Group 
Table population: Residents aged 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 816 
 
SASPAC table: SCT053 
ONS table: C0277 
Title: Based on Table S114 Sex and NS-SEC by Highest Level of Qualification 
Table population: Residents aged 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 288 
 
SASPAC table: SCT054 
ONS table: C0278 
Title: Based on S122 Sex and NS-SeC by Method of Travel to Work 
Table population: Employed residents 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 564 
 
SASPAC table: SCT055 
ONS table: C0280 
Title: Based on S157 Sex and NS-SeC by Religion 
Table population: Residents aged 16 to RA 
Geographical level: Wards in London and Districts (Local Authority - LA) outside 
Number of cells: 480 
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SASPAC table: SCT063 
ONS table: C0440 
Title: Industry (2 Digit SIC) 
Table population: Employed residents 16-74 
Geographical level: Wards in E&W 
Number of cells: 62 
 
SASPAC table: SCT064 
ONS table: C0441 
Title: Occupation (3 digit SOC) 
Table population: Employed residents 16-74 
Geographical level: Wards in E&W 
Number of cells: 82 
 
SASPAC table: SCT067 
ONS table: C0444 
Title: Full-time students (aged 16+) at their term-time address 
Table population: Employed residents 16-74 
Geographical level: Wards in E&W 
Number of cells: 1008 
 
SASPAC table: SCT069 
ONS table: C0446 
Title: Age by sex and highest level of qualification 
Table population: Residents 16-74 
Geographical level: Wards in E&W 
Number of cells: 273 
 
SASPAC table: SCT073 
ONS table: C0450 
Title: Area of workplace by sex and hours worked (Part-time/full-time) and 
employment status (WORKPLACE POPULATION)* 
Table population: Aged 16-74 Working in the area 
Geographical level: Wards in E&W 
Number of cells: 27 
 
SASPAC table: SCT075 
ONS table: C0002 
Title: Non-household reference persons (Pensionable age) in couple 
households 
Table population: All people of pensionable Age (60 and over for females;65 and over 
for males 
Geographical level: Wards, Local Authority & Higher Administrative Areas (GOR) 
Number of cells: 9 
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SASPAC table: SCT076 
ONS table: C0003 
Title: Household residents by Family type (Summary classification) 
Table population: All people in households 
Geographical level: Wards, Local Authority & Higher Administrative Areas (GOR) 
Number of cells: 5 
 
SASPAC table: SCT099 
ONS table: C0421 
Title: (Based on Table UV50) Approximated Social grade 
Table population: All people aged 16 to 64 in households 
Geographical level: Wards, Local Authority & Higher Administrative Areas (GOR) 
Number of cells: 6 
 
SASPAC table: SCT102 
ONS table: C0423 
Title: (based on Table S067) Age of Household reference person (HRP) and 
Dependent children by approximated Social grade 
Table population: All household reference persons aged 50 to 64 
Geographical level: Wards, Local Authority & Higher Administrative Areas (GOR) 
Number of cells: 30 
 
SASPAC table: SCT104 
ONS table: C0552 
Title: Age by Sex, Living in private Households and Communal Establishments. 
Table population: All full-time students aged 18-29 
Geographical level: Wards in England 
Number of cells: 108 
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