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LEVEN ROAD OPEN SPACE
FEEDBACK & PLANS
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outdoor gym 
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exercise and 
keeping fit

improvements 
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sports 
facilities

fun social 
spaces where 

I can go 
with friends

spaces 
designed for 

girls too

Key changes we have made: • a variety of  ‘rooms’ providing activity options
• gym equipment that is more sociable
• exercise areas screened from road by planting

• social seating wrapping around the mound
• new improved surface to multi-use games area 

track that 
can be used 
for walking 
or jogging

colourful 
planting

outdoor gym equipment
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jogging track

low level climbing
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mound & bleacher seating

more outdoor gym equipment
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rain gardens
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BRAITHWAITE PARK
FEEDBACK & PLANS
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During the last Consultation you told us 
that you wanted to see:

1
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64
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New park entrance, links to 
Millennium Green and Leven 

Road Green Space

Low railing around 
new play area

Existing 
railings

New park 
entrance

New location of 
entrance, links to 
East India Green

a gated play 
area with 
railings

a safe play 
area that is 

located away  
from busier 

Abbott Road

colourful 
flowers

more 
swings

bigger play 
equipment

play 
equipment for 

lots of children 
to play on at 

once

Key changes we have made:

• play area has moved away from busier Abbott Road
• over 1000m2 play area made safe with railings & gates
• variety of play equipment provided for all ages
• equipment for up to 100 children to play on at once
• lots of bench and seat options, which will include back 

and arm rests

easier to 
access 

and enjoy 
walking 
through

lots of 
places to 

sit

play area fencing

play area

swings

large play equipment

benches and seats

colourful flowers 
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New tree 
planting

3

Seating facing 
in to the park

Central tables and 
chairs area for 

parents and carers

Social curved seating 
for groups of friends
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LEVEN ROAD OPEN SPACE

View B from Leven Road (north east entrance)

WHAT YOUR PARK MIGHT LOOK LIKE

View A from Abbott Road, Millennium Green entrance

Social seating, overlooking the free-play 
area

Low level artificial climbing rock, also 
provides separation from MUGA
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Free-play area with fun painted surface

Parkour and other urban games equipment
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Variety of outdoor gym equipment for different exercises and abilities, 
located in two separate areas to provide maximum choice for everyone
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View Location Plan
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BRAITHWAITE PARK

View B from Abbott Road and Blair Street entrance

WHAT YOUR PARK MIGHT LOOK LIKE

View A from new entrance at Abbott Road and Benledi Road

Swings for older and younger children

A variety of benches and seats
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Safe play area with railings and gates

Colourful flowers and planting
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Large feature play equipment for lots of children to play on at the same time
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The life that we are expecting in Leven Road Open Space and Braithwaite Park is 
derived from detailed consultation by LBTH Parks Team and Aberfeldy Big Local 
over 3 stages since September/October 2020. The following description explains 
the engagement process and ambition for the green spaces as expressed by the 
community. 

Stage One Consultation (late summer/autumn 2020)

Consultation was carried out by LBTH during the late summer and autumn of 2020. 
It included interviews with residents in the green spaces: Millennium Green, Leven 
Road Open Space (LROS) and Braithwaite Park as well as seeking input from local 
organisations. This Design and Access Statement does not cover Millennium Green 
as it is outside the boundary of this detailed planning application but will be 
improved subject to a S106 Agreement.

The feedback focussed on general issues such as the problem of anti-social 
behaviour and the need to improve maintenance in general, but also articulated the 
diverse ambition and preferred use for the spaces that will make each one distinct 
but complementary

Stage Two Consultation (April/May 2021)

The second stage was to create options for each of the green spaces based upon 
what the community had said, urban context, plot circumstances and the needs of 
connectivity between the green spaces. The options related to individual elements 
of the green spaces rather than different holistic options for each individual space. 

Stage Three Consultation (July/August 2021)

The Third stage evaluated the feedback from the Stage Two Consultation in order 
to develop and illustrate a final sketch proposal, with visualisation, showing general 
spatial layout and indicative materials, for a further round of consultation to validate 
the proposal. This also enabled the existing green spaces to be coordinated with 
the new public spaces being created within the Aberfeldy New Masterplan and 
Poplar Riverside. Feedback supported much of the proposals but led to some 
refinements which have been incorporated into the proposals that are being 
submitted. The refinements for Leven Road were related to the design and 
development of the gym spaces. In Braithwaite Park refinements included reducing 
the ornamental horticulture in favour of lawn to provide more informal play space as 
well as increasing the tree cover around the boundaries and entrances.

Work with school children

Leven Road Open Space -  Public consultation board 1

Braithwaite Park -  Public consultation board 1

Leven Road Open Space -  Public consultation board 2

Braithwaite Park -  Public consultation board 2

The Community Consultation

The Parks
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Integrated with this process was a specific engagement with the school children of 
Culloden Primary School and Langdon Park School. This included exploration of 
their neighbourhood, commenting on what is important and how it could be 
improved. They developed a manifesto for the public realm of the masterplan, 
which the park proposals respond to, as well as critiquing the specific design 
proposals. 

Overarching Principles for the improvement of the parks

Based on the consultation a number of overarching principles were established for 
the improvement of all the parks and the linkages between them:

•	 The proposals should change spaces and be aspirational.

•	 Improve the movement and connectivity between plots. Make it visible, safe, 
transparent to draw people from one park to the next.

•	 Improve nature and biodiversity.

•	 Avoid ASB hot spot creation: consider visibility and permeability.

•	 Explore softening boundaries with greenery.

•	 Consider the need for fencing around each park in the context of their function 
and design.

•	 The improvements must be inclusive and for all ages – children, teenagers 
adults and the old as well meeting the needs of the widest range of society possible.

•	 Create thematic routes that connect the different green spaces. 

•	 Consider selected locations for drinking water fountains.

•	 Ensure a space for events and community activities is included ( this is 
Millennium Green which is not covered by this detailed application.

Leven Road Open Space community aspirations:

Langdon Park Secondary School pupils - Session 02 - Aberfeldy walking tour

Flags placed by the students showing how they rated their local area

A student at Braithwaite Park completing the worksheets

The Community Consultation

The Parks
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Throughout and following the public consultation work LDA Design coordinated a 
series of meetings with the The Advisory Group, comprising representatives from 
LBTH and Aberfeldy Big Local to review the public space proposals and public 
consultation material.

The most recent of these meetings were held in August 2021 with Alice Bigelow 
(Interim Parks Manager at LBTH) and Eleanor Image (Aberfeldy Big Local) to review 
how the July 2021 public consultation comments were being addressed through the 
design of the parks within the Phase A detailed planning application. See diagrams 
overleaf to illustrate the key design moves for both parks responding to comments 
from the public. Also discussed at this meeting was a discussion on lighting the 
parks and (fenced) dog area provision.

Detailed proposal meetings with London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets

The Advisory Group advised us to organise some focused Hardworks and 
Softworks feedback sessions with the specialist management and maintenance 
teams from LBTH to fully review the proposals in detail.

Information and meeting invitations were circulated to the wider parks team at 
LBTH with the following individuals available to attend our for feedback on the 
proposals in September 2021;

John Archer			   Biodiversity Officer at LBTH

Matthew Twohig		  Green Team (maintenance) at LBTH	

Lesley Pearce			   Green Team (maintenance) at LBTH

Adam Armstrong		  Arboriculture Officer at LBTH

Mohammed Raja		  Parks Development Officer – Community at LBTH

Paul Sammut			   Parks Manager at LBTH

Information on the content addressed in these meetings is supplied overleaf.

Braithwaite Park - Key Design Moves under review Leven Road Open Space - Key Design Moves under review

Leven Road Open Space- Cardio fitness area - Key Design Moves under reviewLeven Road Open Space- Strength fitness area - Key Design Moves under review

The Advisory Group

The Parks

Consultation Process
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mmcite Bikeblocq cycle stand

(540 x 185 x 710mm)

Sheffield cycle stand

(750 x 48 x 750mm)

Picnic tables

with spaces designed  for 
wheelchair users 

Loungers/ informal seating 
near swing set

Broxap Heritage Black 

(No gold lettering)

 Bow topped playground 
signs    from M&L 

 Square topped 
welcome  signs       from 

M&L 

Broxap Blackburn Bench 
(1800mm long x 605mm wide x 

840mm high)

Furnitubes bespoke wall-top 
seating at Christchurch Gardens 

Westminster

(400mm dia  x 885mm)

Capacity: 68 litres

Broxap Saughton Bench (Length: 
2000mm, Width: 520mm, Height: 

550mm)

Furnitubes bespoke wall-top 
seating at Christchurch Gardens 

Westminster

Bins (as standard preferred by Tower Hamlets)Planter top seating

Totems/ signage (as standard preferred by Tower Hamlets)Park benches (as standard preferred by Tower Hamlets)

Cycle Stands

Other seating

Furniture

Braithwaite Park

PCC slabs

Tarmac Ulticolour - Buff

Wet-pour Safety Surface

Tarmac Ulticolour - Light buff

Paving Materials

Braithwaite Park
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Play value
We developed a new version with a cross 
beam made of steel to give the Toddler‘s 
Twin Swing a special design. The 
sophisticated corner connection ensures 
extra stability for the entire construction. 
No playground is complete without a 
swing. It is important that children are 
offered the right equipment to promote 
development. Swinging to-and-fro is a 
basic movement and is not just fun for 
children. Swinging releases stress, has a 
comforting effect and is very enjoyable, 
especially done together next to one 
another.

Toddler's Swing – special
Toddler's Twin Swing – special

Order No. 6.12020 Toddler's Swing – special

Fundamental characteristics
- Aesthetically appealing design 
- Incentive for playing: repeating  
 familiar activities 
- Movement: swinging, jumping off

Recommended for
- Children under 3 years
- Kindergarten children
- Supervised play areas, such as kinder- 
 gartens, schools, after-school  
 programmes or similar
- Public play areas without supervision,  
 such as playgrounds, parks or similar

R I C H T E R S P I E L G E R Ä T E G M B H · D - 8 3 1 1 2 F R A S D O R F · P H O N E + 4 9 - 8 0 5 2 - 1 7 9 8 0 · F A X 4 1 8 0

Tower structure Scramble structure

Steel rods inside timber Toddler swings

Steel legs below ground

Ensuring that no wood elements go below ground/ sits in ground. All Timberplay 
equipment follows this requirement, as confirmed by supplier;

4.24273 wild board – Steel legs

6.14050 high swing  and 6.12720 toddler’s swing – Steel feet below ground, wooden 
frames above ground, steel cross bar

4.08110 little fish –Steel support below ground, wood above ground

4.03020 totter trail - Steel feet below ground, wooden frame above ground 

6.11700 small see-saw – Steel support below ground, wood above ground

2.54000 tower 54 and 2.33100 tower 331– Steel feet below ground, all of the wood 
is above ground

6.26501 carousel + 6.32500 wheelchair carousel – All metal/ timber as decorative 
cladding only

6.51002 climbing structure - Can switch from robinia (wood below ground) to 
mountain larch with steel feet, the metal feet are below ground, wood is above.

6.11500 see-saw – Metal legs

The metal leg goes inside the timber, see images opposite of equipment install, 
prior to concrete and surfacing showing the steel feet.  

Timberplay made the change to have steel feet below ground a number of years 
ago. Their equipment has been installed for this local authority and other London 
Councils without incident. 

They have a Resistograph Machine to test the resistance of the timber (early rot) to 
test the equipment  in a few years’ time, after install.

Braithwaite Park

Play Equipment Specification

Ornamental shrub, grass and perennial planting mix

Amenity Lawn area

Low maintenance border shrub planting mix

Braithwaite Park

Planting Typologies

PCC slabs

Tarmac Ulticolour - Buff

MUGA - surface top dressing

Wet-pour Safety Surface

Tarmac Ulticolour - Orange

Paving Materials

Leven Road Open Space
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Play value
We developed a new version with a cross 
beam made of steel to give the Toddler‘s 
Twin Swing a special design. The 
sophisticated corner connection ensures 
extra stability for the entire construction. 
No playground is complete without a 
swing. It is important that children are 
offered the right equipment to promote 
development. Swinging to-and-fro is a 
basic movement and is not just fun for 
children. Swinging releases stress, has a 
comforting effect and is very enjoyable, 
especially done together next to one 
another.

Toddler's Swing – special
Toddler's Twin Swing – special

Order No. 6.12020 Toddler's Swing – special

Fundamental characteristics
- Aesthetically appealing design 
- Incentive for playing: repeating  
 familiar activities 
- Movement: swinging, jumping off

Recommended for
- Children under 3 years
- Kindergarten children
- Supervised play areas, such as kinder- 
 gartens, schools, after-school  
 programmes or similar
- Public play areas without supervision,  
 such as playgrounds, parks or similar
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Function and play value
Stretching, elongating, distorting body 
contours: The Distorting Mirror allows 
observers to experience their own body 
in completely different shapes and 
figures. Convex, concave or convex at the 
top and concave at the bottom and vice 
versa – the Distorting Mirror provides 
both young and old with a variety 
of possibilities to explore themselves 
with an unusual appearance. Sensory 
perception and fantasy are promoted 
in an entertaining way and the trans-
formation of your own self and that of 
other people can be experienced with a 
sense of enjoyment – laughter included. 
Whether installed in pedestrian zones, 
in front of or in public buildings, schools 
or companies or in leisure areas, a group 
of Distorting Mirrors serves as a focal 
point and magnet that really holds your 
attention.

Fundamental characteristics
-  surprising reflections
- promotion of visual perception
-  stimulus for communication, social 

experiences

Suitable
- for all age groups from 4 years
-  for entrance areas of public buildings, 

schools, companies
- for pedestrian zones
 for public places
 leisure areas, parks
  in waiting areas such as in bus stations, 

railway stations etc.

Distorting Mirror
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611

Sensory / distorting mirrorsRocking animals

Totter trail Small see-saw Toddler swings

Braithwaite Park

Play Equipment 0-3 years

Low Maintenance Multi-stemmed shrubs and ground cover Planting Palette

Amenity Lawn area

Low maintenance border shrub and perenial planting mix

 Wildflower meadow planting mix

Planting Typologies

Leven Road Open Space

13.08.21 Sheffield S3 8GG North West Cambridge Development AN194250

6.51002_CS02 15.11.02 UK S3 8GG Sheffield South Ribble Council - Pyramid Tower Combination Big swing

Braithwaite Park

Play Equipment 8-12 years

G4

Tree Strategy

Existing Tree Retention & Removal

Removed groups of trees:

• G4 - Cat B2 Mixed species, Paperbark maple and crab apple in planted bed

London Plane

Japanese Cherry (Braithwaite Park)

European Hornbeam

Horsechesnut

Himalayan Birch (Braithwaite Park)

Rowan

Other Existing Trees (refer to Tree Survey for further details)

Removed Individual Trees (refer to Tree Survey for further details)

Removed Group of Trees (see notes above, refer to Tree Survey for further details)

Existing Tree Retention and Removal diagram, Scale 1:1250 at A3

London Plane

The following items were addressed in this meeting; 

•	 Overview of wider masterplan and Green connections

•	 Overview of proposals for both parks

•	 Proposed detailed elements requiring your expertise:

•	 Tree removal and retention plan

•	 Proposed tree planting

•	 Proposed tree species

•	 Proposed planting typologies

•	 Proposed planting palettes

•	 Maintenance

Hardworks Focus Meeting with LBTH

The following items were addressed in this meeting;

•	 Overview of wider masterplan 

•	 Play and Open space provision scheme requirements

•	 Overview of proposals for both parks

•	 Proposed detailed elements requiring your expertise:

•	 Proposed hardworks

•	 Proposed furniture

•	 Proposed play equipment

•	 Proposed gym equipment

•	 Proposed edge types

•	 Maintenance

At the end of each session there was opportunity to raise any other items attendees  
would expect to see included in application not yet covered in the discussions. The 
feedback from these sessions was very helpful and we have adopted the 
suggestions made through the proposals for each park, as documented within this 
document.

Braithwaite Park - Softworks under review

Braithwaite Park - Surface Finishes under review

Braithwaite Park -Play park equipment under review Braithwaite Park -Play park equipment under review Braithwaite Park -Play park equipment under review

Leven Road Open Space - Softworks under review

Leven Road Open Space - Surface Finishes under review

Tree strategy under review

Street furniture strategy under review

Softworks Focus Meeting with LBTH

The Parks

Consultation Process
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Leven Road Open Space 

The character and life of Leven Road Open Space is a 'Hub' for sporting, fitness and 
adventurous play: retain the existing MUGA, add complementary fitness 
equipment, create more seating and socialising opportunities, improve connections 
across Leven Road to neighbouring green spaces and include more accessible 
equipment. 

Braithwaite Park

The character and life of Braithwaite Park is as a neighbourhood garden square 
with a mix of activity from play (formal and informal), picnics, walks, relaxation, 
socialising, in a sensory garden environment of flowers and habitat. A place for 
everyone to enjoy. 

The design for each of the parks is described in subsequent sections.

The community aspirations:
•	 More and better exercise space including improvement to the MUGA

•	 Play

•	 More social opportunity associated with exercise

•	 Rest areas as part of the structure of the space

•	 Seating

•	 Security

•	 Cleanliness 

The community aspirations:

•	 A significant children’s play area with a good range of play equipment

•	 Space for informal play such as good lawn

•	 Flowers and improved planting and maintenance – more garden like

•	 Plenty of seating and resting areas for sociability

•	 Security 

•	 Cleanliness

The Life and Character of the 
Parks

The Parks
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Existing public open space 

Proposed public open space

'Healthy Street' inc. Widening and greening of pavements 

Key green connections

Connecting Green Spaces diagram

NAIRN 
SQUARE

TOWN 
SQUARECULLODEN 

GREEN

ABERFELDY 
SQUARE

HIGHLAND 
PLACE

LEVEN ROAD 
OPEN SPACE

MILLENNIUM 
GREEN

BRAITHWAITE 
PARK

JOLLY'S 
GREEN

BROMLEY HALL 
SCHOOL

POPLAR 
RIVERSIDE PARK

EAST INDIA 
GREEN

Healthy Street

The improvement of Leven Road Open Space and Braithwaite Park have been 
considered within the context of the Aberfeldy Village Masterplan and the other 
green spaces of Aberfeldy, existing and proposed.

Aberfeldy is poorly served by usable high quality green space. There are just the 
four modest sized, low quality, poorly connected green spaces: Millennium Green, 
Leven Road Open Space, Braithwaite Park and Jolly's Green. 

The green space potential is considerable, however. In addition to the regeneration 
of those four parks, the very popular East India Green was created as part of the 
first phase of the Aberfeldy Village Masterplan, the outline application includes a 
new park space in Highland Place, new green spaces in the Community Lane and a 
new vision for Jolly’s Green. The Poplar Riverside development also includes a 
significant new park. Each of these green spaces has a distinct and complementary 
role: 

•	 Leven Road Open Space is an exercise and fitness hub

•	 Braithwaite Park a neighbourhood garden with play

•	 Millennium Green is the largest expanse of grass where the community can 
come together for events

•	 Highland Place is an urban community outdoor lounge and green space

•	 Jolly’s Green is a community park with varied formal and informal play areas, 
gym equipment and a vision for an undulating connecting landscape

•	 East India Green an elongated residential square

•	 Poplar Riverside is a substantial river edge park, with a substantial play area, 
that transforms the community perception of their relationship to the River 
Lea.

Collectively these spaces represent a significant quantity of green space which if in 
one contiguous space would be a substantial new park that would make a broad 
offer meeting the needs of a diverse population. The key to these green spaces 
becoming greater value than a collection of individual parcels, as if one contiguous 
park, is through connectivity. 

Greenspace Context 

The Parks
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