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Key features:  
 

• The resident population of Greater London as at 30th June 2009 was estimated 
to be 7.75 million, an increase of 85.2 thousand from the previous year.  

 
• Whereas in 2007-08 London had the third highest growth rate of all English 

regions, this year the growth rate is 1.11 per cent and ranks first out of the nine 
regions. The East grew at 0.86 per cent and the South East at 0.80 per cent 

 
• This population growth was driven mainly by natural change (excess of births 

over deaths) which added 78,500 to London’s population. London contributed 
39.6 per cent to the natural change in England, while accounting for only 15.0 
per cent of the total population. 

 
• The largest percentage borough increases in London were: 

o Tower Hamlets (3.5 per cent) 
o Barking & Dagenham (2.4 per cent) 
o Camden (2.1 per cent) 

 
• Only two boroughs were estimated to have had population declines: 

o Kensington & Chelsea (-0.7 per cent) 
o Newham (-0.5 per cent) 

 
• Births (2008-09) were 127,700, an increase of 100 compared with the previous 

year. 
 

• Deaths (2008-09) were 49,300, a decrease of 600 compared with the previous 
year.  

 
• In 2008-09 net migration together with other changes resulted in a net gain of 

6,800 people. This compares with a loss of over 11,600 in 2007-08.  However 
this relatively small balancing change disguises the considerable population 
turnover that takes place in London. 

 
• The net outflow from London to the rest of the UK, at 32.0 thousand, was the 

lowest since mid-1985.  
 

• Net international migration to London, at 39.6 thousand, was at its lowest level 
since mid-1995. 
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Background 
 
On 24th June 2010 the Office for National Statistics (ONS) issued mid-2009 population 
estimates for all local authorities in England and Wales. This Update analyses the 
resident population estimates for Greater London and the London boroughs, both 
separately as well as within the national context.  
 
Mid-year estimates relate to the usually resident population. These estimates include 
long-term international migrants (people expressing an intention to stay in the UK for 
at least a year). They do not include short-term migrants; people who intend to stay or 
leave the UK for less than a year.  
 
Estimates build on the mid-2001 estimates and are available for constituent 
administrative areas (Government Office Regions, counties, local authority district and 
strategic health authority areas in England). 
 
These estimates do not form the basis of the current ONS subnational population 
projections. The ONS 2008-based subnational population projections were released on 
27th May 2010. The current subnational population projections use the revised mid-
2008 population estimates released by ONS on 13th May 2010. The revised population 
estimates for 2001 to 2008 incorporated revised estimates of the distributions of 
student migration within the UK and international migration. Based on precedent the 
2008-based subnational population projections are expected to be used by CLG in the 
allocation process for the next local authority three-year financial settlement from 
2011/12 to 2013/14. 
 
Data Availability 
 
The main data relating to population estimates by age and gender and the annual 
change analyses are available to download from the ONS website at: 
 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=15106
 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=15106


Results for London 
 
ONS mid-2009 population estimates for London give a total resident population of 7.75 
million, an increase of 85,200 on the previous year. This represents an annual growth 
rate of 1.1 per cent. London had the largest growth in population out of all Government 
Office Regions (GORs) between mid-2008 and mid-2009. 
 
Table 1: Mid-year population estimates and population change, UK countries 
and GORs 
 
 
 2001 2008 2009 Number Percentage Number Percentage

United Kingdom 59,113.5 61,398.2 61,792.0 393.8 0.6 2,678.5 4.5
Great Britain 57,424.2 59,623.2 60,003.1 379.9 0.6 2,578.9 4.5
England & Wales 52,360.0 54,454.7 54,809.1 354.4 0.7 2,449.1 4.7

Wales 2,910.2 2,990.1 2,999.3 9.2 0.3 89.1 3.1
Scotland 5,064.2 5,168.5 5,194.0 25.5 0.5 129.8 2.6
Northern Ireland 1,689.3 1,775.0 1,788.9 13.9 0.8 99.6 5.9
England 49,449.7 51,464.6 51,809.7 345.1 0.7 2,360.0 4.8

North East 2,540.1 2,570.6 2,584.3 13.7 0.5 44.2 1.7
North West 6,773.0 6,874.1 6,897.9 23.8 0.3 124.9 1.8
Yorkshire and the Humber 4,976.6 5,217.5 5,258.1 40.6 0.8 281.5 5.7
East Midlands 4,189.6 4,429.4 4,451.2 21.8 0.5 261.6 6.2
West Midlands 5,280.7 5,408.4 5,431.1 22.7 0.4 150.4 2.8
East of England 5,400.5 5,717.4 5,766.6 49.2 0.9 366.1 6.8
London 7,322.4 7,668.3 7,753.6 85.3 1.1 431.2 5.9
South East 8,023.4 8,368.5 8,435.7 67.2 0.8 412.3 5.1
South West 4,943.4 5,210.4 5,231.2 20.8 0.4 287.8 5.8

2001-09 change2008-09 changePopulation

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The population increase of 85,200 is composed of a number of key components: births, 
deaths, migration (both UK and international inflows and outflows) and ‘other changes’. 
 
There were 127,700 births in 2008-09, an increase of 100 births compared with the 
previous year.  Deaths declined by 600 to 49,300. Consequently natural change (the 
excess of births over deaths) for 2007-08 was 78,500, an increase of just under 1,000 
compared with the previous year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 2: Components of Change, UK Countries and GORs, 2008-09 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-2008 
population

Live 
births

Deaths Natural 
change

Net migration 
& other 
changes

Total 
change

Mid-2009 
population

United Kingdom 61,398.2 786.7 570.2 216.5 177.2 393.7 61,792.0
Great Britain 59,623.2 761.3 555.4 205.9 173.9 379.8 60,003.1
England & Wales 54,454.7 702.0 500.7 201.4 153.0 354.3 54,809.1

Wales 2,990.1 35.0 31.7 3.3 5.9 9.2 2,999.3
Scotland 5,168.5 59.3 54.7 4.6 20.9 25.5 5,194.0
Northern Ireland 1,775.0 25.4 14.8 10.6 3.3 13.9 1,788.9
England 51,464.6 667.0 469.0 198.0 147.0 345.1 51,809.7

North East 2,570.6 29.6 26.7 2.9 10.7 13.6 2,584.3
North West 6,874.1 87.3 69.5 17.8 6.0 23.8 6,897.9
Yorkshire and the Humber 5,217.5 65.9 49.8 16.1 24.5 40.6 5,258.1
East Midlands 4,429.4 53.5 41.8 11.8 10.1 21.8 4,451.2
West Midlands 5,408.4 71.1 51.4 19.7 3.0 22.7 5,431.1
East of England 5,717.4 71.1 51.9 19.1 30.1 49.3 5,766.6
London 7,668.3 127.7 49.3 78.5 6.8 85.2 7,753.6
South East 8,368.5 102.8 75.6 27.2 40.0 67.2 8,435.7
South West 5,210.4 58.0 53.1 4.9 15.9 20.9 5,231.2

 
Total net migration and other changes combined for the year is estimated to be a gain 
of 6,800 compared to a loss of 11,600 in the previous year. Since 2001 this is the first 
year that London has gained population through net migration.  
 
Figure 1 shows the increase is a result of both a reduced outflow from London to the 
rest of the UK as well as an increased inflow to London from the rest of the UK. The net 
loss of 32.0 thousand in 2008-09 was the lowest since mid-1985 and was combination 
of significantly reduced outflow and a continuing rise in the inflow. The outflow has 
fallen from 269 thousand in 2006-07 to 237 thousand in 2008-09.  
 



Figure 1: Internal (UK) migration flows, 2001-02 to 2008-09, Greater London 
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Figure 2 shows that between in 2008-09 there was an increased outflow from London 
to overseas, compared with 2007-08, of 16 thousand resulting in a decrease in the net 
international migration to London to 39.6 thousand, the lowest level since mid-1995. 
 

Figure 2: International migration flows, Greater London, 2001-02 to 2008-09 
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Since 2001 London’s population is estimated to have grown by 431,200 persons, or 5.9 
per cent. Over the eight-year period the consistent trends have been increasing 
numbers of births (from 104,000 in 2001-02) and decreasing deaths (from 57,000 in 
2001-02). Hence natural change has grown considerable from 47,000 in 2001-02 to 
78.5 thousand in 2008-09.  
 
To conclude, both the increasing natural change and the significant decrease in the net 
migration outflow to the rest of the UK have contributed to the highest annual growth 
in London’s population since 2001. The level of growth has been held back only by the 
increased migration outflow to overseas. 



Results for London Boroughs 
 
The largest percentage increases amongst London boroughs were in the City of London, 
Camden and Southwark, where estimated population for 2007 were 1.9 per cent or 
more higher than the estimates in 2006. Four London boroughs, Brent, Haringey, Ealing 
and Enfield, were estimated a smaller population in 2007 than in 2006. 
 
Table 3: Mid-year population estimates and population change, London 
boroughs 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2001 2008 2009 Number % Number %
Greater London 7,322,400 7,668,300 7,753,600 85,300 1.1 431,200 5.9

Inner London 2,859,400 3,030,100 3,061,100 31,000 1.0 201,700 7.1
Camden 202,600 226,500 231,200 4,700 2.1 28,600 14.1
City of London 7,400 11,300 11,500 200 1.8 4,100 55.4
Hackney 207,200 212,800 216,000 3,200 1.5 8,800 4.2
Hammersmith & Fulham 169,400 168,600 169,700 1,100 0.7 300 0.2
Haringey 221,300 225,300 225,500 200 0.1 4,200 1.9
Islington 179,400 188,500 191,800 3,300 1.8 12,400 6.9
Kensington & Chelsea 162,200 171,100 169,900 -1,200 -0.7 7,700 4.7
Lambeth 273,400 281,400 283,300 1,900 0.7 9,900 3.6
Lewisham 254,300 262,000 264,500 2,500 1.0 10,200 4.0
Newham 249,400 242,400 241,200 -1,200 -0.5 -8,200 -3.3
Southwark 256,700 283,000 285,600 2,600 0.9 28,900 11.3
Tower Hamlets 201,100 226,800 234,800 8,000 3.5 33,700 16.8
Wandsworth 271,700 283,700 286,600 2,900 1.0 14,900 5.5
Westminster 203,300 246,600 249,400 2,800 1.1 46,100 22.7

Outer London 4,463,000 4,638,300 4,692,400 54,100 1.2 229,400 5.1
Barking & Dagenham 165,700 171,500 175,600 4,100 2.4 9,900 6.0
Barnet 319,500 338,100 343,100 5,000 1.5 23,600 7.4
Bexley 218,800 225,000 225,900 900 0.4 7,100 3.2
Brent 269,600 254,500 255,500 1,000 0.4 -14,100 -5.2
Bromley 296,200 308,000 310,200 2,200 0.7 14,000 4.7
Croydon 335,100 341,200 342,800 1,600 0.5 7,700 2.3
Ealing 307,300 312,100 316,600 4,500 1.4 9,300 3.0
Enfield 277,300 289,000 291,200 2,200 0.8 13,900 5.0
Greenwich 217,500 223,700 226,100 2,400 1.1 8,600 4.0
Harrow 210,000 225,400 228,100 2,700 1.2 18,100 8.6
Havering 224,700 232,300 234,100 1,800 0.8 9,400 4.2
Hillingdon 245,600 258,100 262,500 4,400 1.7 16,900 6.9
Hounslow 216,000 230,200 234,200 4,000 1.7 18,200 8.4
Kingston upon Thames 149,000 164,600 166,700 2,100 1.3 17,700 11.9
Merton 191,100 202,800 206,400 3,600 1.8 15,300 8.0
Redbridge 241,900 263,800 267,700 3,900 1.5 25,800 10.7
Richmond upon Thames 174,300 187,200 189,000 1,800 1.0 14,700 8.4
Sutton 181,500 189,500 192,200 2,700 1.4 10,700 5.9
Waltham Forest 222,000 221,400 224,300 2,900 1.3 2,300 1.0

2008-09 change 2001-09 changePopulation

 
NB: Data may not sum due to rounding 

 
Since 2001 six London boroughs, Westminster, Tower Hamlets, Southwark, Camden, 
Redbridge and Barnet have been estimated to have had considerable population 
growth. The population of Westminster has been estimated to increase by over 46 
thousand, or 22.7 per cent, since 2001. On the other hand the populations of Brent and 



Newham are estimated to have fallen between 2001 and 2009, however in 2008-09 
Brent was estimated to have grown, but Newham was joined by Kensington & Chelsea 
as the only boroughs to have estimated reductions in their populations. 
 
Table 4: Components of population change 2008-09, London boroughs, 
thousands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-2008 
population

Live births Deaths Natural change Net migration
& other 
changes

Total change Mid-2009 
population 

United Kingdom 61,398.2 786.7 570.2 216.5 177.2 393.7 61,792.0

England & Wales 54,454.7 702.0 500.7 201.4 153.0 354.3 54,809.1

Greater London 7,668.3 127.7 49.3 78.5 6.8 85.2 7,753.6

Inner London 3,030.1 52.6 16.2 36.5 -5.4 31.1 3,061.1
  Camden 226.5 3.1 1.1 1.9 2.8 4.8 231.2
  City of London 11.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 11.5
  Hackney 212.8 4.4 1.1 3.3 -0.2 3.2 216.0
  Hammersmith & Fulham 168.6 2.7 0.9 1.8 -0.7 1.1 169.7
  Haringey 225.3 4.2 1.1 3.1 -2.9 0.2 225.5
  Islington 188.5 2.9 1.1 1.8 1.5 3.4 191.8
  Kensington & Chelsea 171.1 2.2 0.8 1.4 -2.6 -1.2 169.9
  Lambeth 281.4 4.8 1.6 3.2 -1.3 1.9 283.3
  Lewisham 262.0 4.8 1.7 3.1 -0.6 2.5 264.5
  Newham 242.4 5.9 1.4 4.5 -5.7 -1.2 241.2
  Southwark 283.0 5.0 1.5 3.5 -0.9 2.6 285.6
  Tower Hamlets 226.8 4.2 1.1 3.1 4.8 7.9 234.8
  Wandsworth 283.7 5.3 1.6 3.7 -0.8 2.9 286.6
  Westminster 246.6 2.9 1.1 1.9 0.9 2.8 249.4

Outer London 4,638.3 75.1 33.1 42.0 12.2 54.2 4,692.4
  Barking & Dagenham 171.5 3.7 1.4 2.3 1.9 4.1 175.6
  Barnet 338.1 5.2 2.4 2.8 2.2 5.0 343.1
  Bexley 225.0 2.9 2.0 1.0 0.0 0.9 225.9
  Brent 254.5 5.0 1.6 3.4 -2.4 1.0 255.5
  Bromley 308.0 4.0 2.6 1.3 0.8 2.1 310.2
  Croydon 341.2 5.2 2.5 2.8 -1.1 1.6 342.8
  Ealing 312.1 5.5 1.9 3.6 0.9 4.5 316.6
  Enfield 289.0 4.9 2.1 2.8 -0.6 2.2 291.2
  Greenwich 223.7 4.4 1.7 2.8 -0.4 2.4 226.1
  Harrow 225.4 3.3 1.4 1.8 0.9 2.8 228.1
  Havering 232.3 2.7 2.2 0.5 1.3 1.8 234.1
  Hillingdon 258.1 4.1 1.9 2.3 2.2 4.5 262.5
  Hounslow 230.2 4.2 1.4 2.8 1.2 4.0 234.2
  Kingston upon Thames 164.6 2.3 1.0 1.3 0.9 2.1 166.7
  Merton 202.8 3.4 1.2 2.2 1.5 3.7 206.4
  Redbridge 263.8 4.1 1.8 2.3 1.6 3.9 267.7
  Richmond upon Thames 187.2 2.8 1.1 1.7 0.0 1.8 189.0
  Sutton 189.5 2.7 1.4 1.3 1.5 2.8 192.2
  Waltham Forest 221.4 4.5 1.5 3.1 -0.2 2.9 224.3

NB: Data may not sum due to rounding 

 
All boroughs had positive natural change, with the largest being 4.5 thousand in 
Newham. Overall Outer London received net immigration while Inner London had net 
emigration, but the greatest net inflows were estimated for Tower Hamlets (4.8 
thousand) and Camden (2.8 thousand). The largest net outflows were in Newham (-5.7 
thousand) and Haringey (-2.9 thousand). 
  



Table 5 shows the estimated migration flows for the London boroughs. Only five 
boroughs, led by Wandsworth at 1.7 thousand, had a net international outflow, while 
the largest international net inflows were seen in Tower Hamlets, Camden and 
Hounslow. Twenty boroughs were estimated to have had a net internal migration loss, 
led by Newham (7.9 thousand) and Brent (5.2 thousand). The largest estimated internal 
net gains were seen in Havering (1.5 thousand) and Sutton (1.4 thousand). Five 
boroughs were estimated to have had a total inflow from all origins of over 30 thousand 
with the highest being 36.5 thousand persons estimated to have moved to Wandsworth, 
which also had the greatest outflow (37.3 thousand). Lambeth had the second highest 
flows in both directions. 
 
Table 5: Migration flows, 2008-09, London boroughs 
 
 

For more information please contact Jessica Chamberlain, Research & Statistical Analyst, Intelligence Unit, 
Greater London Authority, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
Tel: 020 7983 4347 e-mail: jessica.chamberlain@london.gov.uk 
 
Copyright © Greater London Authority, 2010 
ONS statistics presented in this Update have been reproduced with the permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office and are © Crown Copyright. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inflow Outflow Net Inflow Outflow Net
Camden 21,400 22,200 -800 10,300 6,700 3,600
City of London 900 800 100 700 600 100
Hackney 18,000 18,800 -800 3,500 2,900 600
Hammersmith & Fulham 17,300 17,200 100 5,200 6,100 -900
Haringey 18,600 22,000 -3,400 3,900 3,400 500
Islington 21,400 20,600 800 5,300 4,500 700
Kensington & Chelsea 11,200 12,200 -900 6,100 7,700 -1,600
Lambeth 28,400 29,400 -1,000 6,000 6,300 -300
Lewisham 20,000 21,200 -1,200 3,500 2,900 600
Newham 16,100 23,900 -7,900 5,400 3,300 2,200
Southwark 23,300 26,300 -3,100 6,400 4,300 2,200
Tower Hamlets 20,300 19,300 1,100 8,600 4,900 3,700
Wandsworth 30,100 29,200 900 6,400 8,100 -1,700
Westminster 19,700 21,100 -1,400 10,800 8,400 2,400

Barking & Dagenham 11,100 10,700 400 2,600 1,100 1,500
Barnet 20,700 20,100 600 5,900 4,200 1,700
Bexley 9,700 10,000 -300 900 600 300
Brent 17,000 22,200 -5,200 6,600 3,800 2,800
Bromley 14,600 13,900 800 1,400 1,300 0
Croydon 17,800 20,000 -2,100 4,300 3,100 1,300
Ealing 21,400 23,300 -1,900 8,800 6,000 2,800
Enfield 16,500 18,300 -1,700 2,700 1,600 1,100
Greenwich 14,800 17,600 -2,800 5,100 2,500 2,700
Harrow 13,800 14,700 -900 3,600 1,800 1,900
Havering 9,700 8,300 1,500 600 700 -100
Hillingdon 15,600 15,200 400 3,600 1,800 1,800
Hounslow 15,700 17,500 -1,800 6,800 3,800 3,000
Kingston upon Thames 12,000 12,500 -500 3,200 1,800 1,400
Merton 14,700 15,400 -600 5,400 3,300 2,100
Redbridge 17,200 16,400 800 3,400 2,600 800
Richmond upon Thames 13,100 12,600 500 2,400 2,800 -400
Sutton 10,300 9,000 1,400 1,200 1,000 100
Waltham Forest 13,800 16,600 -2,800 5,500 2,800 2,700

Internal (UK) Migration International Migration

NB: Data may not sum due to rounding 

 


