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In 2016, 186 Air Quality Focus Areas were defined across London in locations where the EU annual 

mean limit value for NO2 was exceeded and there was high human exposure. These were not 

designed to be an exhaustive list of London’s air pollution hotspots, but where the problem was 

most acute. The Focus Areas have been used by GLA, TfL and the boroughs to inform local air 

quality management, the development of air quality interventions and the planning process. Under 

London Local Air Quality Management guidelines, boroughs are required to have regard to the focus 

areas in their borough when devising their air quality action plans. 

TfL have reviewed the Focus Areas following the publication of new air quality data with the LAEI 

2019. There are now 160 Focus Areas across the 33 London Boroughs. Some have been modified as 

a result of the review; others have been removed or added due to changes in air quality or exposure. 

The process followed is largely unchanged from 2016 but it uses the most up to date information as 

outlined below. 

 

Define, Retain, Redefine or Remove Focus Area

(Please note that the current legal limit is 40μg/m3. Removed Focus Areas may become Focus Areas again in the future if legal limits change 
in London) 

Air Quality Projections

Assess if the NO2 concentrations are likely to remain above 
EU limit values in future years

LAEI 2019 modelling for 2025, and any relevant air quality 
monitoring to highlight local trends

Borough Input

Consider if existing Focus Areas are still appropriate or need 
altering/removing.  Assess whether new Focus Areas are 

required 

Engagement with the borough, review of LLAQM process 
and consideration of local knowledge and local conditions

Local Characteristics

Identify local sources and topography/geography that may 
impact air quality and exposure eg. street canyons, barriers, 

tunnels, elevated road sections

Use local knowledge, satellite images and google streetview 
and locations of major interchanges, transport hubs, 

congestion hotspots, etc

Exposure

Identify exposure in the areas exceeding the limit value; 
residential properties, schools, town centres

Review residential population data from GLA projections, 
new housing, schools and care home data

Air Quality

Identification of the areas exceeding the EU limit value, by 
40ug/m3,excluding road carriageways

LAEI2019 air quality maps of annual mean NO2 
concentrations in the base year 2019

Existing & Potential Focus Areas


